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A unique shop, to excite the senses: 

Rugs, quilts, cushions, containers, lighting. 


And more. 

Craft made; skilfully designed; affordable. 


OXFORD: King Edward St 

(BETWEEN HIGH ST & ORIEL SQ) 
WOODSTOCK: On the A44 
CHELTENHAM: Regent Arcade 


^ Sharing the Good News in the Decade of Evangelism • PLEASE TAKE A COPY — FREE! 


‘You are charged with the 
tremendous responsibility of 
making known God’s love to 
the people of this community’ 


Reformed Moderator of Wessex 
Province, and Mr Gordon Mor- 
gan, an Elder of Southam Road 
Evangelical Church (Brethren). 

The opening of the new church 
was the culmination of many 
dreams and much hard work, the 
Revd Nelson Bainbridge told the 
congregation in his address. 
“You are charged with the tre- 
mendous responsibility of mak- 
ing known God’s love to the 
people of this community” he 
said. 

Shared building 

Until now the area has been 
without a church . However, in 
1987 during the Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity, David 
Thomson, a Team Vicar of Ban- 
bury, suggested that there should 
be a series of ecumenical Sun- 
day evening prayer meetings in 
the estates’ community centre. 
In May, 1989, representatives 
from the five Churches signed a 
covenant “not to do separately 
what can be done together”, and 
plans to build a shared church 
were developed. 

Work on the new church began 
early this year. Designed by Rath- 
bone and Taylor, it cost only 
£150,000 and provides not only 
a worship area but also space for 
community activites such as a 
weekly mothers and toddlers 
group. The three crosses on top 


of the church were made by Doug- 
las Hall, an apprentice at the near- 
by Alcan factory, and were pre- 
sented as a gift to the church. 

From the beginning, the URC 
members , Methodists and Angli- 
cans will share a Sunday service. 
The Roman Catholic congrega- 
tion will have a separate Mass, 
and the Brethren will continue to 
use their own church . However, 
there will be joint services each 
quarter and also at Christmas and 
in Lent and combined Bible study, 
prayer groups and pilgrimages. 
Even so, this is just a beginning, 
says the Revd Thea Jones, the 
URC Minister. Individual Chris- 
tians in the town had been praying 
for a new church for many years, 
she said. 

Example of unity 

A new ‘Song for St Francis, 
Highlands’, specially written for 
the occasion by Malcolm Brom- 
hall, included the words “We’re 
side by side, no more to stand 
alone”. For John Willis, a member 
of the Roman Catholic congrega- 
tion, they have a special signifi- 
cance. A convert from Anglican- 
ism, he now feels he has the best of 
both worlds: 

“ In these times where there is 
so much religious strife, I believe 
we must set an example of unity 
on our home ground — or how 
can we preach it elsewhere?” 


side by side' 


Diocese 
adds 
voice to 
coal 
outcry 

As news broke of the massive 
threat to employment in Brit- 
ain's coal industry, The Revd 
Bob Nind, Acting Industrial 
Chaplain, led the Diocese’s re- 
sponse to the proposed shock 
closure of 31 pits by asking a 
series of questions of Michael 
Heseltine, the President of the 
Board of Trade (also an MP in 
this Diocese) and other Govern- 
ment members. 

1. Does the Government subsi- 
dise the nuclear power industry 
to the equivalent of £17 a ton of 
coal and is this not intervention 
in the market? 

2. Do not National Power and 
PowerGen have to compete with 
this subsidy through the national 
grid? 

3. With imported coal heavily 
subsidised by foreign govern- 
ments and a hidden subsidy from 
this government to the nuclear 
industry, how can British Coal 
hope to compete on equal terms? 

4. Is not British Coal produced 
more cheaply than in any other 
European country, when foreign 
subsidies are removed from the 
equation? 

5. Will the price of foreign coal 
automatically rise when British 
coal is no longer available to 
compete with it? 

6 Is it not true that it will cost 
the equivalent of £15 a ton to 
sustain the miners and their fam- 
ilies in unemployment? 

“ It is hard to see any moral 
justification in closing the pits in 
the middle of a serious reces- 
sion,” said Bob Nind. 


Now, for some really 
Good News turn to 
our feature for Bible 
Sunday on page 10. 
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T he small ecumenical 
Church of St Francis, 
Highlands — on a hill- 
side overlooking Banbury — 
made history at its dedication on 
Sunday, October 4. Not only is it 
the Diocese’s newest church, it 
is also the first in the three coun- 
ties, and possibly in the whole 
country, to bring together a Breth- 
ren church as well as more main- 
stream Anglican, Methodist, Ro- 
man Catholic and United Re- 
formed churches, in a shared 
building project. 

The dedication took place, fit- 
tingly, on the Feast of St Francis 
of Assisi, when the church, which 
serves the Hardwick and Rus- 
cote estates, overflowed with 
Christians from the five denom- 
inations it represents. The serv- 
ice was jointly led by the Right 
Revd Anthony Russell, Angli- 
can Bishop of Dorchester, the = 
Right Revd Terence Brain, the | 
Roman Catholic Auxiliary Bish- 2 
op of Birmingham, the Revd Ian g 
Duffy, the Methodist District ^ 
Ecumenical Officer, the Revd J 
Nelson Bainbridge, the United * 


Above: gathering outside the new church. Below: clergy from the new church — Father Ted 
O’Malley, the Revd Thea Jones and the Revd Phillip Tovey 
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I followed Him and the dance went on 


actually realised I had been so 
shaken up. 

One summer I began to ques- 
tion my commitment to God. At 
home in Aberdeen I went to 
church at Christmas and Easter, 
but when visiting my parents I 
joined them in church every Sun- 
day. I suddenly recognised my 
dishonesty — and had to come 
clean one way or the other! So I 
resolved to join a church, and 
within four weeks I found where 
I belonged. Very quickly I was 
drawn into playing an active part 
in church life. Quickly, too I real- 
ised that in all my years of spas- 
modic religious observance I 
hadn’t paid attention to some vi- 
tal things, like: “Who is this Holy 
Trinity and how does it work?” 

My work was in public rela- 
tions, as an information assistant 
at the Polytechnic. I was chal- _ I 
lenged sometimes by my non- *| 
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Gill Poole 


I praise God for the work 
He has given me to do at the 
moment, because through 
it I am learning so much about 
Him. And for me that’s one of 
the exciting things about being a 
Christian; that it’s a journey 
which goes ever deeper into dis- 
covering God’s unfathomable' 
love for the woild. 

I have thought of myself as a 
Christian all my life, though I 
only took up the active journey 
of faith about 14 years ago. Child- 
hood years with four siblings 
were happy and secure — first in 
the idyllic setting of an Edward- 
ian rectory in Surrey; then, from 
1957, in the exciting mileu of 
Coventry Cathedral where my 
father was Precentor. I didn’t 
understand the upheaval that was 
going on churchwise in those 
innovative years, but I recall that 
among all the newness there was 
a sense of a loving community; 
and of being rooted in a commit- 
ment to honour God above all 
and through all. As a teenager I 
was happy to be part of this dy- 
namic church. 

I married at 20, but within five 
years I accepted, with a great 
sense of shame, that it had been 
a dreadful mistake and that di- 
vorce was the only sensible solu- 
tion. Apart from not being able 
to sustain my vows, I was 
ashamed because the glorious 
wedding ceremony seemed thus 
to be made a ghastly fraud. But 
my parents comforted me. They 
had seen for themselves prob- 
lems I had not chosen to tell 
them about. They were sad for 
us, but relieved: “Some marriag- 
es are not made in heaven. The 
only right thing to do is to admit 
before God to the mistake, and 
resolve not to make the same one 
again.” 

Good friends cherished me and 
tolerated me through the process 
of inner recovery. It was two 
years before I noticed one day 
that I was beginning to be myself 
and give out to others again — 
though until that moment I hadn ’t 


Christian friends and my non- 
Christian boss who queried my 
inconsistencies, and also by an 
Anglican bishop who personally 
encouraged me to respond to the 
forgiveness and love of Christ. I 
realised I wanted to learn more. 

Then there was Cat Stevens’ 
music. I once heard him say that 
just as our body needs nourish- 
ment, so does our spirit. I’d al- 
ways loved his music, and found 
his later songs thought-provok- 
ing. One in particular is packed 
with spiritual insight, including: 
“You say that you’ll give up your 
number, disowning all your 
wealth — but you’ll never never 
never give up yourself.” Listen- 


ing to that I knew I had to give 
more serious commitment to 
Christ. It’s a great irony that Cat 
Stevens became a profoundly 
committed Muslim, and stopped 
being a singer/songwriter. I thank 
God for the riches he gave me 
first. 

My sense of God began to grow, 
and a friend at church roped me 
into help with the religious pro- 
gramme on the new local radio 
station — as producer/presenter 
I had to learn fast, and it was 
thrilling. It brought a further ur- 
gency to learning about my own 
faith, and within a few months I 
embarked on the Diocesan Train- 
ing for Ministry course. Through 


this my spiritual life developed 
in leaps and bounds, especially 
following a weekend on renewal 
where I took up the offer of prayer 
for baptism in the Holy Spirit. I 
was slightly embarrassed that all 
it did at the time was make me 
weep. The fruits came within a 
few days, when I found myself 
able to start on a completely new 
prayer life. It continues to evolve, 
and since then I have seen Chris- 
tian spiritual health as the most 
important aspect of my life. 

I loved the radio work. As it 
developed I became a full-time 
member of staff, dealing also 
with all the social concerns and 
the community side. But the 
conditions were hostile. Time 
and again I railed with God, and 
once or twice I took it up with the 
Station manager, too, but to nd 
avail. Finally, financial circum- 
stances prevailed and my de- 
partment was axed. 

It took me by surprise that I 


ended up with CMS — where I 
discovered that most mission 
work isn’t the arrogant imposi- 
tion I’d thought, but a living out 
of the love of God as shown to us 
in Jesus Christ, often through 
weakness. The work is all-ab- 
sorbing, so for sanity’s sake I 
have short retreats at Burford 
Priory. There are endless ques- 
tions, many paradoxes, and some 
prickly issues — as much for my 
own lifestyle in an affluent coun- 
try as for churches looking for 
appropriate involvement in 
world mission. But there’s joy 
and privilege in being able to 
give myself to these issues, and 


so to learn and support others 
engaged in the Church’s mis- 
sion. 4 

Perhaps the most precious thing 
I have learned is that the Gospel 
is not a code of how to be re- 
spectable, nor is it a sop for poor 
and oppressed people. It’s about 
a profound quality of living 
which outshines any of our 
worldly valuations and speaks 
of given-ness. And, by getting 
closer to Christians from other 
continents, my very British in- 
sularity is challenged and I can 
experience more of the wonder- 
ful bigness of God, His love A 
and His worldwide family. J 


Gill Poole has been the Church Missionary Society (CMS) Area 
Secretary in the Oxford and St Alban’s Dioceses sincel988. She 
originally wanted to be a dancer, and spent six years at Elmhurst 
Ballet School, Camberley, and in 1976 danced in a perfomance 
of West Side Story in Coventry Cathedral. After working as a 
receptionist in London and on the QE2, she moved to Aberdeen 
in 1971 working first as a legal secretary, then as a public relations 
and information assistant . She became involved in local radio 
religious broadcasting as a presenter/producer and in 19S4 was 
offered a job as the station’s social action co-ordinator. In 1985, 
she completed the Aberdeen and Orkney Diocese Training for 
Ministry course. Since moving to the Diocese for CMS, Gill has 
become a tutor on the Chiltem Christian Training Programme, a 
Trustee of the Churches Media Trust and Media Liason Officer 
for Bucks Ecumenical Council. 


Visiting from Kenya 

At the recent AGM of the Mothers’ Union in Birmingham, Mrs Elise 
Bet spoke about the 22 years she has spent as the MU representative 
for her area. Elise comes from the Eldoret Diocese of north-west 
Kenya, where she and her husband Ezekiel run a small farm. The Bets 
have both contributed greatly to the growth of their local church and 
have established a church school where Ezekiel is chairman of the 
governors. 

Elise, who previously worked as a teacher, has spoken on behalf of 
her 4,000 MU members at conferences in Australia, Scandinavia and 
Canada as well as here in the UK. During her recent visit she was able 
to spend a few days in the Oxford Diocese visiting the Beedon 
Church of England Primary School, St Katherine’s Retirement 
Home and St Mary’s Convent in Wantage where she met people who 
had retired from mission work in East Africa. She also attended 
corporate communion and a coffee morning at St Mary’s Butts, 
Reading, a pram service in Tilehurst and a harvest festival at 
Finchampstead. 
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PEOPLE 

TO 

PEOPLE 

CMS is about people. People shaped by 
the Gospel. People in mission. 

People to People is central to CMS; 
enabling Christians from Britain, Africa and 
Asia to join together, crossing cultures to 
proclaim the Gospel, to form and renew 




FREE CMS Information Pack 
I would like to find out more about the work of the Church 
Missionary Society. Please send me pack(s). 

Name: 

Address : 

• Postcode 
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Send to: Sue Parks, CMS, Partnership House, 
157 Waterloo Road, London SE1 8UU 



EMMBROOK COURT 

RETIREMENT HOUSING 
WITH A DIFFERENCE 

Security, safety and care in a beautiful setting 

Emmbrook Court, a unique new development by Retirement 
Security Ltd in Reading, is specifically designed for retired 
people who are finding it difficult to manage in their own 
homes, but do not wish to give up their independence and 
want to keep their capital intact. 

Retirement Security has been named by the consumer 
magazine "Which?" as providing comprehensive facilities 
and additional services for their customers. 

Very sheltered accommodation means that if you purchase 
a retirement home at Emmbrook Court you will not have to 
move out even if you become very frail or disabled. 

You will be completely independent, but friendly staff will 
be there every day of the year, 24 hours of the day, should 
you need them. 

At Emmbrook Court, there is a dining room offering very good 
reasonably priced meals, so that if you don't feel like cook- 
ing for yourself, you won't have to. 

Emmbrook Court is managed by local Reading people with 
a wide knowledge of services for retired folk. 

The development is close to shops, but quiet and spacious, 
fully covered by the new National House Building Code for 
Sheltered Housing. 

Owners at Emmbrook Court can also feel safe and secure 
since the developers have taken advice from both police and 
the fire authority. 

Pets are welcome, and the development is set in three acres 
of attractive, private woodland. 

Apartments available from £73,800 (shared equity scheme). 
A brochure and full information is available from: 

RETIREMENT SECURITY LTD 
15 Boult Street, Reading RG1 4RD. 

Telephone: 0734 503745 

(Supported by Nationwide Anglia Building Society) 


The DOOR, November 1992 3 


Experiences of South Africa 


At a day conference in the St 
Clement’s Family Centre, Cow- 
ley, Oxford, to discuss life in 
South Africa, the Revd Brian 
Brown and the Revd Barney Pit- 
yana described their experienc- 
es as victims of the regime. The 
conference was organised by the 
Diocese, CCOW, USPG and 
Christian Aid. 

Barney spoke of his imprison- 


ment and torture in the 1970s, 
and of the need for foreign mon- 
itors. Both agreed that there could 
be no real reconciliation without 
justice and the restitution of what 
had been appropriated. They 
longed to hear the white national- 
ist government admit that apart- 
heid was not just a mistake, but 
an evil requiring real repentance. 

Janet Hodgson and Dimza Pit- 


yana led workshops on the role 
of the church and women. Janet 
had just returned from visiting 
her family in South Africa where 
she said the whites had a ‘for- 
tress’ mentality — their houses 
ringed by high walls and fences, 
dangerous dogs on guard and 
guns everywhere. Two repre- 
sentatives from the SA Embas- 
sy also joined the conference. 


# Barney Pityana, who served in 
the Oxford Diocese at Woughton 
in the early 80s, is returning to 
South Africa from his post in the 
World Council of Churches. He 
will be living with his wife Dim- 
za in Cape Town. The Revd Bri- 
an Brown has a new post in Lon- 
don at the Africa desk of the 
Methodist Church Overseas Di- 
vision. 


Twenty years of 
Ministry Course 

Thanksgiving for twenty years of the Oxford Ministry Course was 
given at a service in Christ Church, Oxford on October 1. The 
celebrant and preacher was the Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
Richard Harries, and the lessons were read by Canon Wilfrid Brown- 
ing, Director of the Oxford NSM scheme from 1972 to 1992, and 
Canon Vincent Strudwick, Principal of the Oxford Ministry Course. 

Bishop Richard recalled that the idea for ‘worker-priests’ began in 
France and Belgium in the 1950s, as a way of bridging the gap 
between the institutional church and the world of work. The Mission 
de France was based at a seminary in Pontigny in France, but it was 


PM told: 'No cuts' 


The Government’s present eco- 
nomic difficulties ought not to 
lead to cuts in social benefits at 
home, or development aid 
abroad, said Lord Judd, Chair- 
man of the Oxford Diocesan 
Board of Social Responsibility 
(BSR) in a recent letter to the 
Prime Minister. 

While sympathising with the 
Government ’s economic difficul- 
ties, he said that the BSR were 
unanimous in their concern about 
possible cuts. Already, the 
Church Army was having to or- 
ganise food banks on the US 
model, to try to ensure that peo- 
ple in this country did not starve. 

The Board recognised that there 
was a need for stringency, but not 


that there had to be cuts in public 
expenditure — which was already 
considerably less than in some 
successful European economies 
with higher rates of taxation. 

# The BSR has also singled out 
the future of the Wages Council 
as an example of their concern. In 
a letter to Gillian Shepherd at the 
Department of Employ ment, Lord 
Judd says: “It seems that when 
wage councils ceased to protect 
young workers the result was a 
drop in wages without the pre- 
dicted rise in the number of jobs 
available. “ The Board believes 
the effects of abolishing wages 
councils altogether would also 
have adverse effects upon the 2.5 
million workers at present pro- 


Housing lobby 


On December 1 churches from 
all over the country will be taking 
part in an ecumenical lobby of 
Parliament, co-ordinated by the 
Churches’ National Housing 
Coalition. It will call for greater 
priority for tackling the deepen- 
ing crisis in housing and home- 
lessness, and it is hoped that they 
will win cross-party support. 
More than 2, 000 people are ex- 
pected to travel to Westminster 
to meet with their MPs, to high- 
light the shortage of houses that 
people can afford; the need for a 
tenants’ charter; the need for a 
review of housing finance to tar- 
get subsidies on those in greatest 
need; and the urgent plight of 
homeless 16-18 year olds. 

“In 1990 450,000 men, women 
and children were homeless and 
in 1991 75,000 homes were re- 
possessed” says Theresa Gray, a 
member of the Churches’ Na- 
tional Housing Coalition Oxford 
group. “Such figures must strike 


at the hearts of Christians, and 
this lobby is one way we can 
show our concern to Parliament. 
There are also ways we can help 
practically such as contacting 
The Porch and the Gatehouse in 
Oxford, or similar projects in 
other areas.” 

The Revd David Meill of the 
Diocese’s Board of Social Re- 
sponsibility Housing and Home- 
less Group, says that with care- 
ful planning the lobby can be- 
come a constructive process of 
sharing information and beliefs 
with elected representatives, and 
the proper way to bring about a 
change in government policy. 
If you would like to join a local 
group and perhaps travel to 
Westminster, contact any of the 
following: Berkshire — Nicho- 
las Grey (0344 423819); Bucks 
—John Kilbum (0296 624480); 
Milton Keynes (0908 667846); 
Oxon — David Belton (0869 
50405) 


tected by them. The Industrial 
Chaplain to the Cowley Dean- 
ery, Barbara Hayes, commented 
that if wages councils were abol- 
ished the economy of a city like 
Oxford, with very little manu- 
facturing industry, could be se- 
verely affected. “You are going 
to make the poor poorer.” 

Speaking to the Editor of The 
DOOR, Lord Judd said that for 
Christians there could be no com- 
promise. “Our responsibility to 
the poor is an imperative. Times 
of acute economic difficulty 
should sharpen our awareneness 
about those in greatest need. Our 
vision is after all of one commu- 
nity. Poverty is an issue of hu- 
manity as a whole. The card- 
board shanty towns of the third 
world are part of the same chal- 
lenge as the cardboard boxes in 
which people sleep in our own 
city centres. That is why the 
Board has taken up the issue of 
poverty both at home and over- 
seas. We hope Christians in 
every parish will actively con- 
sider their own direct personal 
responsibility, and how to per- 
suade Society as a whole to give 
poverty the priority it deserves.’ 

Bishop’s letter 

The Bishop of Oxford has writ- 
ten to MPs in the Diocese asking 
them to resist any moves by the 
Government to cut aid to devel- 
oping countries. No matter how 
painful the problems of reces- 
sion seemed in the UK, they 
were as nothing to to the suffer- 
ing of millions of people in less 
fortunate areas of the world. 

“It would be easy to give in to 
calls for a reduction of overseas 
aid. But I believe it would be 
wrong to do so, both for the well- 
being of those countries we sup- 
port and for the spiritual and 
moral health of our own nation.” 


Romanian convoy 


■ 



Goods and medical supplies 
donated by local churches, 
schools and businesses and the 
RAF has been sent to Romania 
by the people of Carterton in 
Oxfordshire. Two of the lorries 
were supplied by British 
Telecom, and the convoy left 
Burford on Sunday, October 
11 to deliver supplies to five 
orphanages, two old people’s 
homes and a TB hospital in the 
north west of Romania. The 
Vicar of Carterton, the Revd 
Roger Humphreys, who is 
accompanying the convoy, said: 
“The Romanian Appeal has 
drawn our community together 


in a way I have not seen before. 
Everyone has been involved. 
It has also been a marvellous 
opportunity for churches to 
work together.” The original 
links with Romania were made 
by Mavis Cooper who has 
travelled on convoys of aid 
from Germany. She is pictured 
(left) with Dawn Hervin and 
Roger Rankcom and one of 
the loaded lorries. 


Farewell to the Archdeacon 


I first knew David Griffiths, who is retiring as 
Archdeacon of Berkshire, when he was Rec- 
tor of Windsor and I was his curate. He was a 
firm disciplinarian, who drew together the 
new team ministry and expected great loyalty 
but gave great loyalty in return. 

He was essentially a shy man, but very pasto- 
rally minded. At Windsor he was also Honor- 
ary Chaplain to the Queen and Officiating 
Chaplain to the Household Calvary and the 
Footguards, but whether he was preaching for 
the Queen Mother at Royal Lodge or talking 
to the guardsmen in the barracks, he took his 
ministry seriously. Even when he became 
Archdeacon he continued to celebrate a Rite B 
Euchaijst at St Mary’s in Reading almost 
every Thursday, to remain in touch with his 
pastoral ministry. 

David came to the Diocese from Lincoln, 
where he was Vice-Chancellor and Vicar of 
the Cathedral Parishes. He was in charge of 
the library, which was a great delight to him . 
He was a bookworm, and never happier than 
when he was delving into back shelves look- 
ing for hidden gems. 



Since he became Archdeacon in 1987 I 
have watched him grow spiritually, and pro- 
duce some of his greatest work. He complet- 
ed his thesis on the translations of the Book of 
Common Prayer, and his work as the chair- 
man of the Diocesan Order and Law Group 
has been marked by its compassion and un- 
derstanding. David is above all a man of great 
integrity. On one hand, he is a traditionalist 
who unashamedly admits to being a lover of 


the beauty of the language of the Book of 
Common Prayer. On the other, he has an 
almost puckish sense of humour and an abil- 
ity to go to the heart of a situation and to give 
a straight answer to any question. You might 
not like the answer but you know it is an 
honest one, and probably the right one, too. 

He never sought high office, and his progress 
from a Curacy in Northhampton to becoming 
Archdeacon of Berkshire only came because 
office was thrust upon him. At his recent 
farewell to the Reading Chapter it was notice- 
able that he hardly mentioned himself — only 
the Church and the Diocese.. 

In all his work David has had the constant 
support of his wife Joan. Now they are 'return- 
ing to live near the Minister in Lincoln and no 
doubt to much more bookshop browsing. He 
will be much missed in the Reading Archdea- 
conry because of him it can be truly said 
“Well done thou good and faithful servant”. 

Brian Shenton 
Brian Shenton is Rector of St Mary ’s Reading 
where there was a farewell Evensong and 
presentation to David and Joan Griffiths . 


to be another 20 years before the 
idea for a non-stipendary minis- 
try was accepted by the Church 
of England. 

At the reception after the cere- 
mony, Vincent Strudwick was 
able to thank Wilfrid Browning 
for his work in founding the 
course and for developing it over 
16 years. Canon Browning has 
produced a booklet describing 
the history of the Oxford Minis- 
try Course (send a cheque for 
£1.50 made payable to OMC to 
Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB). 


Crackers! 

Radio Cracker will be on the air 
again in 28 days leading up to 
Christmas. The Christmas 
Cracker project was set up three 
years ago by the Oasis Trust as 
a way of helping Youth Groups 
raise money for the developing 
world. 

St Michael’s Tilehurst is one 
of the 156 participating church- 
es to opt for a radio station. The 
organisers provide the transmis- 
sion equipment free of charge, 
but each church has to raise 
money for the £1,000 temporary 
broadcast licence, and find all 
the records, CDs and presenters 
they might need! 

.St Michaels’ station manager 
is Eric Curling who says that at 
least 20 churches in the Reading 
area will be taking part. Broad- 
casting will begin on Saturday 
November 28 and continue for 
18 hours a day until Christmas 
Eve. With as many as 30,000 
potential listeners, organisers 
hope to raise more than £10,000 
by playing dedications and ad- 
vertising local businesses. 


MONEY MATTERS? 



For independent and impartial advice on how to Invest wisely, including 
Savings 
Pensions 
Family Protection 
Inheritances 

Church Finances/Fund Raising 
Ethical Investments 
Being a caring employer 

Contact: Mark Roach (0608) 644575 


Quest Financial Services 
Bank Chambers 
Market Place 
Chipping Norton 
Oxon 0X7 5NA 


uest financial services. 




4 The DOOR, November 1992 


DEBATING THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN... 


Voting among friends 


Martin Flatman, a General Synod member 
and a parish priest, says that media reports 
that Synod members are daggers drawn over 
the ordination of women are Car from true. In 
reality, they are ordinary Christians who 
may vote differently but are united by a 
desire to serve God in a difficult situation 


When General Synod is shown 
live on BBC2 on Wednesday, 
November 11, you may find 
yourself asking all kinds of ques- 
tions about the subject of the 
debate, and about the General 
Synod itself. There is nothing 
the media like more than con- 
flict. However, those of us on 
General Synod know that for 
much of the time we experience 
very little conflict there. Of 
course, we have our disagree- 
ments and our different points of 
view, but I have discovered a 
unity of purpose there in striving 
to serve Our Lord that cynical 
old me has found quite surpris- 
ing. The press rarely reports this 
kind of thing. It’s just not news 
to them. 

I was shocked to find that peo- 
ple thought we had been having 
a big row about the ordination of 
women during the February Syn- 
od. Some of the pressure groups 
certainly circulated various 
strongly worded letters, but a 
General Synod member has so 
many papers to wade through, 
that most of us hardly noticed 
these. We were concentrating on 
the papers on the issues we were 
actually going to debate — such 
as how to help our churches to 
involve children in their life and 
worship. We are, after all, ordi- 
nary Christian clergy and peo- 
ple. We were elected by our fel- 
low clergy (if clergy) or by your 
Deanery Synod representatives 
(if laity), and we get rather fed up 
with people who want to portray 
us as ‘daggers drawn’ against 
one another. 

Trust in God 

It seems to me very important 
to remember that we are all try- 
ing to serve Our Lord together, 
at this time when forces in the 
world would like to tear us apart. 


We meet constantly outside the 
debating chamber as friends and 
colleagues, to eat together, or 
have a cup of tea, and chat about 
all sorts of things. We know that 


it is people we love and respect 
who will be hurt, whichever way 
the vote goes. But we are also 
devout Christians who put our 
trust in God. If the vote leads us 


into the wilderness of despair in 
which we are not sure of the way 
forward, we still know God will 
be there. If the vote goes the way 
we want, we know that God will 
be warning us against a false idea 
that everything is now alright 
with His Church. 

Part of the reason for looking to 
God at this time is that it does not 
follow that voting in one way or 
another will lead to what God 
wants for His Church. People are 
in favour and against for a number 
of very different reasons. Many 
who are in favour are actually 
quite conservative in their views. 
They say: “What difference does 
it make whether it is a man or a 
woman at the altar, it’s just a 
minor alteration.” Others, how- 
ever, believe that making wom- 
en priests will actually lead to a 
real shake-up in the way we view 
the priesthood and the ministry 
of all laity in the Church. 

Those of us who are against are 
also divided . Some of us really 
want a radical and Biblical look 
at the ministry of the whole peo- 
ple of God. We (and I include 
myself) believe that ordaining 
women plays into the hands of 
those who want to keep priests as 
authoritarian figures at the top of 
the pecking order. Others who 
are against are the typical tradi- 
tionalists who believe that such a 
change would be a landslide into 
‘anything goes*. 

How to pray? 

What sickens me most about 
this debate is the way people will 
set up the opposition as the ‘bad- 
dies’. Some on my side portray 
those in favour as a lot of wild 
liberals, out to tear the Church to 
pieces and introduce all sorts of 
quite improper things. Some in 
favour like to portray those 
against as ghastly hidebound tra- 


T 



Smiling through — whatever the result of the debate, the 
Church goes on, and we must trust in God, 
writes Martin Flatman 



ditionalists who want to drag the 
Church back into a dark age of 
formality and repression. The 
truth is that the majority of peo- 
ple on both sides are genuinely 
seeking the Lord’s will, and will 
find it agonising that in the proc- 
ess they may hurt their fellow 
Christians. They long to discov- 
er a way in which these hurts 
may be overcome. 

It is always very dangerous 
when we pray, to think we know 
what God wants. There may have 
been times when we have been 
very certain, and later discov- 
ered how God worked in our life 
in another way that we least ex- 
pected. Although I know which 
way I will vote on November 1 1, 


I know that God will carry on 
working in His world and in His 
Church, whatever happens. 

It is always the custom at Gen- 
eral Synod tb greet the result of 
any vote in a prayerful silence. 
My heart will be thudding in my 
chest as the announcement ap- 
proaches, and I will want to go 
away and be alone with God for 
a while, whatever the result. 
Please pray for us as we struggle 
to serve Him in this difficult 
situation. 

Martin Flatman 

Martin Flatman is Vicar of SS 
Mary and John Church, Cowley 
Road, and St Alban's Church, 
Charles Street, in Oxford. 


What happens if? 

If the vote is ‘Yes’ 

It goes to the Ecclesiastical Committee in Parliament where it 
will be debated. It should get through that stage by spring 
1993. Then the Measure will need the Royal Assent and that 
could be given by July next year. Finally, a petition for the 
new Canon has to be submitted to the Home Office. It is 
unlikely that the whole process will be completed before 
November 1993 at the earliest. 

If the vote is ‘No’ 

The legislation can’t be reintroduced in the lifetime of this 
General Synod so would have to wait until November 1995 at 
the earliest. In theory the present Synod could be dissolved 
after the vote and new elections held, but this has never 
happened. However, once the vote is over there is nothing to 
stop work starting immediately on new legislation. 1 1 could 
then be reintroduced early in the new Synod after November 
1995. 
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“We are pleased to have been 
associated with the new Ecumenical 
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61 Hampden Road, Aylesbury 
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Tel: 0296 20528 
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the Banbury Chapel Project 


Morris Builders (Aylesbury) Ltd 


Rowsham Road 
Bierton, Aylesbury 


Bucks HP22 5DZ 

Aylesbury: 86701 - 3 Fax: 0296 393404 
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SYNOD’S DAY OF DECISION ON NOVEMBER 11 


The Scriptures on headship 


For Evangelicals, 
'headship’ is the main 
issue in the debate 
about the ordination 
of women to the priest- 
hood. But interpreting 
what the Bible says 
about the relationship 
of men and women is 
far from easy. 

Gill Sumner and Philip 
Glddlngs have been 
wrestling with the 
question, and share 
some of their findings 


work, our Bible in hand. 

We can only look here at one 
such challenge, and skim the 
surface of a couple of texts. A 
crunch question facing those who 
want to shape the Church’s 
ministry according to Biblical 
principles is: “Does the Bible 
teach that the ‘headship’ of men 
is enshrined in God’s creation 
and is, therefore, valid for all 
times and all places?” The 
traditional answer is “Yes”. 
Genesis 2 plainly shows man 
naming the woman. In the Old 
Testament, naming is said to be 


2:23) “She shall be called wom- 
an, for she was taken out of man”, 
it is a play on words. Others are 
often lost in translation: man- 
kind (Hebrew, adam ) is taken 
out of the ground (Hebrew, ad- 
amah ). When Adam names the 
animals (2: 1 9 and 20), or names 
his wife Eve after the Fall (3: 
20), a different Hebrew phrase is 
used to emphasise the naming as 
a sign of authority. Moreover, 
Hebrew tenses are less precise 
than ours: what is translated “She 
shall be called” (which sounds 
prescriptive) could also be: “She 


“When I use a word”, said Hump- 
ty Dumpty to Alice, “it means 
exactly what I mean it to mean”. 
In the discussions about wom- 
en’s ministry (as indeed on other 
issues), a cynic might suggest 
that Christians take the same 
approach to the words of Scrip- 
ture: we decide what we think, 
and then look for verses to sup- 
port our view. 

To wrestle honestly with the 
meaning of Bible texts is de- 
manding, and raises searching 
questions. If we see new ways of 
interpreting a passage, does it 
mean that previous generations 
were all wrong? How can we 
distinguish what are ‘abiding 
truths’ from interpretations that 
are ‘culturally conditioned’, 
without suggesting that it’s all 
relative anyway? These are big 
questions, and the discussion of 
them rapidly gets technical. As 
the ‘experts’ seem to contradict 
each other, it is not surprising 
that most people simply switch 
off. After all, it’s easier just to 
rehearse the traditional interpre- 
tations which have served the 
Church for centuries. 

But if the Bible really is the 
word of God and not just the 
words of men, then its meaning 
is dynamic, not static — and our 
interpretations of it must always 
be provisional. Working out the 
implications of the Gospel will 
bring challenges to each suc- 
ceeding generation — as the New 
Testament Church itself quickly 
discovered. There is no substi- 
tute for rolling up our mental 
sleeves and getting down to hard 


A prayer for God’s guidance 

Guide, O God, the Church of England 

through this time of decision 

concerning the ordination 

of women to the priesthood; 

grant that convictions strongly held 

may be voiced and heard with clarity; 

give wisdom to members of the 

General Synod; 

and when the decision is made 

surround with your love 

those of our brothers and sisters to whom 

it causes pain. 

Give to your whole Church the Spirit 
of truth and peace, 

that celebrating your gifts in each other 
we may serve in humility and joy. 

We ask this for the sake our great High Priest, 

Your Son, Jesus Christ Amen. 

# There will be an eve-of-Synod vigil at Christ Church 
Cathedral on Friday, November 6 starting with Evensong at 5pm 
and finishing with Compline at 10pm, to be attended by Bishop 
Richard. A service will be held after the Vote on the Ordination 
of Women, in Dorchester Abbey on November 29 at 3pm. 


a symbolic sign of authority. So 
when Paul appeals to this story 
in 1 Corinthians 11, and l 
Timothy 2, it follows that he is 
using this abiding ‘creation 
ordinance’ to regulate 
relationships in the New 
Testament church. 

If we ask how we can be sure 
that Genesis 2 should be inter- 
preted as showing the man hav- 
ing authority, the traditional an- 
swer is that it must be so, since 
that is how Paul understands it. 
That sounds like the good Au- 
gustinian principle of interpret- 
ing Scripture by Scripture — but 
could also be a case of using one 
doubtful interpretation to prop 
up another. 

For when Adam says (Genesis 


is called”, (which sounds descrip- 
tive). So rather than establishing 
a God-given headship over 
woman, Adam could be simply 
recognising the closeness of his 
human identification with her. 

If we accept that interpetation 
of Genesis 2:23, how might we 
understand 1 Timothy 2 which 
cites it? The traditional view is 
that it contains a timeless truth 
about men and women, derived 
from the Genesis story: that man 
was created first and so made to 
lead; women broke the divinely- 
ordered hierarchy between the 
sexes by leading man astray; 
hence: “I permit no woman to 
teach or to have authority over 
man” is an abiding principle, as 
valid for the Church now as it 
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was then. But is Paul’s main 
concern to explain Genesis — or 
to deal with behaviour among 
Church members within the so- 
ciety of his day? 

Some of his points seem clear- 
ly ‘culturally related’: women 
who braid their hair or wear pearls 
are thereby taken to be of ques- 
tionable virtue ! Can we then also 
say that Christian women, who 
would be untaught in the Scrip- 
tures (in Jewish culture) or in 
philosophy (in Greek culture), 
would be considered prone to 
being deceived and therefore 
unfit to teach — because of their 
ignorance rather than their gen- 
der? The men were educated. 
The Genesis story — man being 
created first and Eve succumb- 
ing to the serpent’s wiles — 
would seem to illustrate this point 
beautifully. When Paul goes on 
(1 Timothy 3) to set out qualifi- 
cations for leadership in the 
Church, the sole characteristic 
— apart from maturity — which 
distinguishes the bishop/presby- 
ter from any other Christian is 
‘ apt to teach ’ . Paul is not consid- 
ering a society where women 
could acquire education and 
teaching skills. The principle he 
is setting out, and which remains 
valid, is that to teach in the Church 
one must first have learned, not 
put oneself forward in ignorant 
presumption. 

Neither this interpretation nor 
the traditional one can be proved 
‘right’. To decide between them, 
we have to ask ourselves which 
is more consistent with the rest 
of the passage and which rings 
more true with what we know of 
the rest of Scripture. That will 



require hard thought and open- 
ness to the guiding of God ’ s Holy 
Spirit: just rehearsing the old 
arguments for and against will 
not do. 

If we are committed to the au- 
thority of Scripture, then we must 
be willing to question our as- 
sumptions about what it means 
and to seek a common under- 
standing with other believers. 
And it certainly won’t do just to 
ignore passages of Scripture be- 
cause they are hard to under- 
stand. (2 Peter 3:16 tells us the 
early Church had the same prob- 
lems with Paul’s letters!) . 

Listening to a debate on Paul’s 
use of the Greek word for ‘head’ 
is rather like being among spec- 
tators at Wimbledon: faces turn 
from side to side as claim and 
counter-claim are hit back and 
forth — and the score often seems 
to come back to deuce ! For some 


in the ‘Catholic’ tradition in our 
Church this may seem like hair- 
splitting: for them the main issue 
is not headship, but whether a 
woman can truly ‘represent’ 
Christ in the celebration of the 
Eucharist. But for those in the 
‘Evangelical ‘ tradition, and all 
who take the authority of Scip- 
ture as the norm, the question of 
headship holds the key to the 
debate about women’s ministry. 

We need, therefore, to pray for 
each other — and not just in the 
run-up to the November Synod 
— that individually and collec- 
tively, we may discern where 
God is leading His Church. 
0The Revd Gill Sumner is Associ- 
ate Principal of the Oxford Minis- 
try Course. Dr Philip Giddings is 
Lay Chairman of the Diocesan 
Synod, and a lecturer in Politics 
at Reading University. Both are 
members of General Synod. 



Making friends. 

Making decisions. 

Both can affect your future happiness. 

To help your decision-making, 
make Ecclesiastical your friend. For Life. 

® ecclesiastical 

INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 

Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester, GL1 1JZ. Telephone (0452) 528533 
LIFE ASSURANCE • SAVINGS ■ PENSIONS • UNIT TRUSTS • MORTGAGES 










6 The DOOR, November 1992 


Wardington 
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Nursing Home 
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the appeal 


Widworthy 

Court 

Wilmington 
Nr Honinton 
Devon 
EX14 9JN 

Tel: 0883 744845 

Are pleased to 
support the appeal 


Surman 
& Horwood 

Funeral Directors 

25 High Street 
Princes Risborough 
Bucks 

0844 351323 

Are pleased to 
support the appeal 


Clipper 

Tyndale Estate 

(Retire to the West Country) 
Tyndale 
Preston Road 
Yeovil 
Somerset 
BA21 3AQ 

Is pleased to 
support the appeal 


Retirement 
Security Ltd 

15 Boult Street 
Reading 
Berks 
RG1 4RD 

Tel: 0734 503745 

Is pleased to 
support the appeal 


Country 

Cousins 

The Nationwide 
Caring Service 

Head Office: 

10a Market Square 
Horsham 
West Sussex 

0403 210415 

Are pleased to support 
the appeal 


intercouRties 
Nursing Service 

1 Coninston Cottage 
Wexham St 
Stoke Pogges 
Bucks 

Tel: Madie Bills 

0753 662298 

Is pleased to 
support the appeal 


WEAR YOUR 
POPPY 
WITH PRIDE 



REMEMBER, THE BEST WAY TO 
HONOUR THE DEAD IS TO CARE 
FOR THE LIVING 

REMEMBRANCE DAY NOV. 8th. 


m. 


There’s nothing quite like a 

McDonald’s 

Cornmarket St, 
Oxford 
6.30am-12 pm 
7 days a week 
Are pleased to support 
the appeal 


QaCtigmpfiy 

for your Wedding 
Album, Greetings 
Cards, Testimonials, 
Mementos, Scrolls, 
Certificates, Poems, 
Posters. 

TONY WITNEY 

4 Church Lane, 
Newland, Witney, Oxon 
OX8 6JZ (0993) 774754 


Jon 


for a huge selection of 
quality upholstery and 
three-piece suites at 
prices you can afford 
wish the appeal all 
success. 

Tel: 0235 531738 


Oxford 

Railings 

Specialist casting and 
pattern making 
Cast iron railings 

7 Little Clarendon Street, 
Oxford OX1 2HP 
Tel: Oxford 0865 54196 
Fax: 0865 53833 

Is pleased to support 
the appeal 


Sole Funeral 
Directors 

Qualified funeral director 

Bidston Close 
Overnorton 
Chipping Norton 

Tel: 0608 644112 

(at any hour) 

Is pleased to support 
the appeal 


St Luke’s Hospital 

Oxford 

Nursing Home and 
Rehabilitation 
Centre 

4 Latimer Road 
Headington 
Oxon 

Tel: 0865 750220 
Are pleased to 
support the appeal 



R.L. 

BROMLEY 
and SON 

Funeral Director 
Stan Totton 

Office and dedicated Chapel of Rest 

145 Magdalen Road, Oxford. 
Tel: (0865) 792227 
24 hours. 

Pre Paid Funerals 
Memorials 
Repatriation 
Limousine Hire 
Caring Personal Service 

Are pleased to support 
the appeal 



NORTH 0XF0BD.I f 
WINDOWS CO. 

5 Courtland Road 
Rose Hill 
Oxford OX4 4HZ 
Tel: 0865 770127 

Wish the Appeal 
every success 


Tteuesi# (Sc 

Electrical Contractors 

Are pleased to support 
the appeal 

Tel: Witney (0993) 778955 & 
Fax: (0993) 776774 


INCORPORATING 

STANDFAST 

SECURITY 

SYSTEMS 

(WITNEY) 


* 


Tel: (0993) 773699 

Diocesan Approved 


UNDER 

STRESS? 

Stress therapist Marie Bewley fully 
qualified in Reflexology and Physical 
Essential Oils Therapy, has set up her 
practice in Abingdon. Her Healing 
ministry has been blessed by Lord 
Coggan at Bede House Convent. 

Is pleased to support the 
appeal. 

For Further Information 

Telephone: 

ABINGDON 555932 


CON S U LTll S 


Established in 1962 

Is pleased to support the appeal 

l)o you or ;i ril.itivi of yours m id 
home c.t le? 

Consult Us 

lor resident long term care of 
the elderly 

TK\iroKAK\ M KSKS 
COMPANIONS AM) IIFI.P H>R 
THE N < >1 V . M U \YS 

mail mii.k 

CONSULTUS 

SERVICES AGENCY LTD 

17 LONDON ROAD. TONBRIDGE 
KENT TN 10 3AB 

(0732) 355 231/352 462 



Pet TVansport 
Service 

An invaluable service lor elderly, invalid or non-diivino 
pet owners. I wil deliver with care and safety to veta. 
kennels, grooming, salon and house moves 

Pauline Child 

Beaconsfield (0494) 671737 

Is pleased to support the appeal 


Notice 

ORGAN BUILDER 

Is pleased to support the 
appeal 

Re-builds, restorations, 
regular tuning and 
maintenance visits 
6 SUNNYMEDE AVENUE, 
CHESHAM, BUCKS HP5 3LE 
Telephone: 0494-785118 
Member Incorporated Society of 
Organ Builders 


/TREVOR') 

DEAN 

Stone restoration, churches and 
historical buildings, mullion 
windows, fireplaces, headstones, 
garden ornaments, etc. 

Are pleased to support the 
appeal. 

Tel: Tysoe 
0295 680474 J 



LuiQm) 

‘Wedding Odire 

443 Banbury Road 
Oxford, Oxon 

Tel: 0865 52073 

Is pleased to 
support the appeal 


H C Gbimstead Ltd 

Funeral Directors 
Tilbury House 
Shepherds Lane 
Beaconsfield 
Bucks 

0494 434393 or 
0753 891200 
Are pleased to 
support the appeal 


Ancient Order 
of Foresters 

51 Hill Avenue 
Amersham 
Bucks. 

Mr Jim Collins 

0494 433604 

Are pleased to 
support the appeal 


David Si Ivey & Son 

Funeral Directors 
Westboume Street 
High Wycombe 
Bucks 

Tel: (0494) 529193 
& 

Cooks Funeral Service 

72 Broed Street 
Chesham, Bucks 
HP5 3DX 

Tel: (0494) 791359 
Are pleased to support the 
appeal 

24-Hours Service. 
Pre-payment funeral plan available. 

Members of the National Association of 
Funeral Directors 


PRATTS OF 
DORCHESTER 

Established 1945 
Is pleased to support the appeal. 
Engine Centre. Short & Full Engines, 
Gearboxes. Large stock of manual 
gearboxes. Differentials — large 
stock. Cylinder Heads — large stock. 

★ FITTING SERVICE 

★ MoTTESTMG STATION 
Quality and Reliability at Reasonable 

prices. 

COURTESY CAR FREE ON 
MAJOR REPAIRS 

Tel: OXFORD 340463 


As seen on 
TV 


GEOFFREY CHURCH 
ft CO 

Funeral Directors 
46 Bishopswood Road 


Berks. 

0734 814420 

Mr G Church is 
pleased to support 
the appeal 


Sfionw 

d&e&ton/ 

Soft Furnishings 
Specialist ' 
Please telephone: 

0491 680508 

Is pleased to 
support the appeal 


samasaasas 

W HOME ENTERTAINMENT LTD 
Unit 5, The Driftway Centre, Ptny Read, 
Horepath Industrial Estate, Oxford 0X4 2RD 

rzis 



Open 

9.00am 


5.30pm 


Tel: OXFORD 714919 


FISHER + I 
TOWNSENDl 

(Funeral Directors) 

Office and Chapel of Rest 
are pleased to support the appeal 

81 High Street, Witney 
Tel: (0993) 702675 

day and night 

Manager - Funeral Director 
PETER SMITH 
Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
Memorial Showroom 
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm 
Now open on Saturday 9-12 



F.A.DUM0NT ». 

High Street 
Lyminge 
Folkstone • 
Kent CT18 8EL 

Telephone: 
0303 863193 
Are pleased to 
support the appeal 


Mi loom) 
UjofofltopijD 

Bill Pound 

is pleased to support 
the appeal 
3 Heath Drive 
Binfield Heath 
Henley-on-Thames 
Tel: (0734) 478227 
Tel Mobile: (0831) 279505 



YEW TREE 
HOUSE 

Residential Nursing 
Home 

44 Hamilton Road 
High Wycombe 

Pi I#* |/Q 

Tel: 0494 445100 

is pleased to support 
the appeal 










7 The DOOR, November 1992 



SYNOD’S DAY OF DECISION (continued) 



Freda Beveridge (left) and Jeanne Sibley — having the last word... 


Service, not powerl 


Some of those who argue in 
favour of women priests view it 
as a matter of authority and sta- 
tus. It is not wrong to allow 
women to have the same sort of 
power in the Church as men, 
they argue. In fact, without such 
access women will never be 
equal to men. Those who disa- 
gree run the risk of being la- 
belled ‘oppressors* or ‘sexists’ 
or even ‘ misogynists’. 

While this may be true of some 
opponents of women priests, it 
is not a fair criticism of them all. 
I would like to suggest that the 
problem with this particular line 
of argument is that it equates 
priesthood with power. 

The same equation seems to 
feature in the argument of those, 
mostly from the Evangelical tra- 
dition, who wish to counter the 
idea of women priests with care- 
fully worded statements about 
‘headship’. This, they say, is 
something bestowed on men 
and denied women according to 
New Testament evidence. How- 
ever, how can headship and 
priesthood be the same thing 
when, according to the New 
Testament evidence, one is 
about dominion and the other is 
about service? 

This highlights at least two 
difficulties which seem to have 
bedevilled the entire debate 
about women priests in the 
Church of England. First, we do 
not seem to have any agreement 
among ourselves about what a 


priest really is. Second, as an 
insitution, we are over-clerical- 
ised. Many women deacons can 
testify from personal experience 
that most of the Church’s sti- 
pends, responsible jobs and op- 
portunities are tied up firmly in 
priest-shaped posts. In reality, 
once a deacon has served for 
three years as an Assistant Cu- 
rate in the first post, it is an 
almost impossible task to find a 
second post beyond another As- 
sistant Curate’s job. 

Too nany clergy and lay peo- 
ple see the priest as the profes- 
sional Christian exercising the 
only valid ministry. Any lay 
ministry is defined in terms of 
being an adjunct to the ordained 
priestly role. 

But if all priesthood is indeed 
derived from Our Lord Jesus 
Christ who was among us as one 
who serves, then the priest should 
be seen as someone below rath- 
er than a cut above the rest of the 
Church. To put it another way, 
should we not get used to think- 
ing in terms of ‘from the Arch- 
bishop up’? 

It is disappointing that many 
on both sides of the debate base 
their arguments on an inadequate 
model or theology of ministry. 

Yet it should come as no sur- 
prise, since we are in not in agree- 
ment about ordination itself or 
the ordained mininistry in rela- 
tion to the Body of Christ. After 
all, the Church of England since 
1987 has ordained more than 


1 ,000 women into the Diaconate 
with no real understanding of 
diaconal ministry beyond the 
‘priests in waiting or training’ 
model inherited from recent, and 
some would say defective tradi- 
tion. Are we about to ordain a 
similar number of women into 
another order of ministry which 
we understand just a little? Do 
we really have any idea what we 
are about in ordaining men to 
priesthood, and why can’t most 
of our male ordination candi- 
dates be allowed to exercise a 
ministry as a permanent deacon 
without being considered weird? 

Whether we ordain women as 
priests or not, will jobs and sti- 
pends be more readily available 
to them, or will the Church con- 
tinue to squeeze women as best 
it can into men-shaped slots? 
Will women change the way 
priestly ministry is exercised so 
that it becomes less a matter of 
status and more one of service? 

Perhaps we should all be mak- 
ing a lot more of the opportuni- 
ties we have to create a renewed 
vision for the whole people of 
God. We need then to work out 
more carefully what their task is, 
and in that light to consider what 
the role of their clergy might be 
in helping them to fulfill their 
God-given tasks. 

Elaine Bardwell 
The Revd Elaine Bardwell is a 
Deacon and Director of Pasto- 
ral Studies at St Stephen ’s House 
theological college , Oxford. 


HEAOINGTON oc FISH 
GOOD NEIGHBOUR 
SCHEME 

Do you know someone who 
needs emergency help with 
shopping, childcare, transport 
or any other small job a good 
neighbour would do? 

If you live in Headington, cut 
out this number and keep it 
by the phone: 
Margaret Stranks: 
Oxford 65683 



BROMLEY & 
SON 

Funeral Directors 

Maadalen R 
Telephone 
Oxford 792227 

24-hour service to all areas. 
Dedicated Chapels of Rest. 
Pre-arranged funeral plans 
available with price and 
sen/ice guarantee. 

Monumental Mason 

Funeral Director 
Stanley Totton 


“I believe quite firmly that 
IT IS GOD’S WILL for OUR 
CHURCH AT THIS TIME. 
We will be a 
MORE VIBRANT, a 
MORE GENTLE, a 
MORE CARING 
CHURCH WITH 
WOMEN PRIESTS, 
for ordination is not into power 
or into an elite caste, but it is for 
service and sacrifice .” 

Desmond l\itu, quoted in 
‘The Church Times’ 14/8/92 



Last words — from 
two women 


I am not a clergy wife. I am not a priest’s wife. 

My name is Jeanne and my husband’s name 
is Jonathan and he is a priest. 

As a human being, as a woman, I am not on this 
earth to serve priests. They are here to serve me, 
because I am of the most important section in the 
Church, the laity. I am the equal of any priest, but 
I am different because I am not ordained. I am, 
however, not the less because of it. 

When I first met Jonathan I was senior to him in 
the office where we worked, and I earned more. 
This remained the same until he left for college. 
My degree is as good if not better than many 
priests. I do not have a problem with being equal 
with any man. I am. 

Nor do I have a problem with Jesus being a man, 
God being my Father in heaven and the Holy 
Spirit being tremendous. Christ called his apos- 
tles, and they were men. Christ called his disci- 
ples, and they were women and men. Because of 
this apostolic succession priests are, and always 
will be men called by God, whatever anyone cares 
to call themselves or just feels they want to be. 
Our Church is brim full with people — men and 
women — who have so many gifts of God. But we 
must use them, not tie them up with the ordination 
of women. Is the laity to be so disregarded that 
unless you are ordained you are nothing? 

I am an inheritor of the women who were not 
called by Christ to be apostles, but had the guts to 
stand at the foot of the Cross to the end. 1 am an 
inheritor of St Mary Magdalene, who was not 
called to be an apostle by Christ, but was chosen 
as the first human being to see and to recognise 
Our Risen Lord. I believe in God, not the General 
Synod. God bless any who believe in the Synod. 

Jeanne Sibley 

Jeanne is married to Jonathan, Curate in the 
Parish of Chalfont St Peter in Buckinghamshire. 


I feel both immensely privileged and agonis- 
ingly frustrated . Privileged to be a channel for 
the working out of God’s purpose, frustrated 
not to be able to complete liturgically the function 
assigned me. 

Why am I convinced of my call to priesthood? It 
began during deaconess training, with a great strug- 
gle. Yes, priesthood was right for other women, not 
for me. It took a nonagenarian Anglo-Catholic man 
in my first parish to show me that I was running 
away. Since then I have discovered how many — of 
both sexes — experience priestly ministry which 
only comprises men to be incomplete. To know one 
is being called by God to fulfil a role on behalf of 
one’s fellow beings is indeed a great privilege. 

In giving me ministerial charge of a congregation, 
my present parish made clear that this was linked to 
recognition of the rightness of women’s ordination 
to priesthood. 

Yet herein lies frustration. The minister’s role is to 
facilitate the congregation ’ s growth as a community 
in Christ. My not being able to preside at the 
Eucharist deprives us of the ultimate expression of 
our unity in Him. 

That unity is also threatened in another way. We 
are an ecumenical parish. For Anglicans not to share 
with Methodists and members of the United Re- 
formed Church the theological understanding that 
full sacramental ministry is God’s intention for 
both sexes is to diminish our covenant. It grieves us 
that the Anglican Church seems to have no concern 
for this aspect of ecumenical relations, whilst being 
so concerned about our relationship with Rome 
which doesn’t even recognise our men’s orders. 

I see a ‘Yes’ vote in November as releasing me to 
play more fully my part in this ecumenical parish. 

Freda Beveridge 
Freda is a parish Deacon in Woughton Ecumenical 
parish, Milton Keynes. 
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- EDITORIAL 


There are ‘Thoughts for the 
Day’ and ‘Thoughts for the 
Day’ on BBC Radio 4. Some 
you forget almost before the 
end of the weather forecast 
Others seem to light up your 
days for weeks to come. 

Many of the more memorable 
‘Thoughts’ have come from 
our own Bishop of Oxford. 
David Winter, the Bishop’s 
Officer for Evangelism in the 
Diocese is also an outstanding 
contributor. Indeed his talk on 
Saturday, October 10, struck 
such a prophetic note that the 
gist of it perhaps deserves to be 
repeated. 

The background was the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury’s open 
letter to the Conservative con- 
ference at Brighton, in which 
he wrote of the need to rebuild 
the ‘vision of a good society’ . 
It was the weekend of the death 
of little Nikki Allen in Sunder- 
land when David spoke. In fact 
her brutal murder and a few 
chance conversations with 
some elderly parishioners con- 
vinced him that “at the level of 
individual behaviour, of per- 
sonal self-discipline, of respect 
for the rights of property of 
others, something seems seri- 
ously wrong in our society”. 
Fifty years ago, even if you 
weren’t a churchgoer, you 
accepted Christian values. 
There may have been more 
deprivation and injustice, but 
most people knew the differ- 
ence between right and wrong. 
There was an unspoken bot- 
tom line. 

Now, even sociologists cannot 
fully explain the moral anar- 
chy which threatens to destroy 
everything we hold dear. Help- 
ing to combat that, and to re- 
establish some shared values 
for our mobile, culturally 
mixed society is something 
which the Church urgently 
needs to address. 

But how can we put things 
right? “I know it sounds dread- 
fully old fashioned, but the Ten 
Commandments, Christ’s 
‘Golden Rule’ and the Sermon 
on the Mount might be good 
places to start the debate,” con- 
cluded David Winter. 

And he is of course, right We 
may blame the government for 
the economic problems, but the 
far deeper moral crisis is un- 
questionably ours. 

Christine Zwart 


The Challenge of the New Age 


Is the New Age movement an inspired 
alternative way of life which can revitalise 
Christianity or a satanic plot which can 
shake itto its foundations? Laurence Osborn, 
an expert on the New Age, argues that many 
New Agers are casualties of the Church and 
should be heard with sympathy before they 
are confronted with the Gospel 


tainting everything and every- 
one with which it associates. 
Such people accuse New Agers 
of plotting to achieve world dom- 
ination, and of harbouring plans 


tractive. And yet they dismiss 
Christianity as part of the prob- 
lem. 

Surveys suggest that the ma- 
jority of New Agers have had 



A ttempts to define the 
New Age are fraught 
with difficulties. It is not 
a religion in any conventional 
sense. There is no common body 
of doctrine or practice to which 
all New Agers adhere. It is cer- 
tainly not a conspiracy, since it is 
neither tightly centralised nor 
particularly secretive. The most 
usual description is ‘movement’, 
but this too suggests a degree of 
coherence which is lacking. Per- 
haps it can best be described as a 
very loose coalition of new reli- 
gious movements, alternative 
therapies, psychic 
healing techniques 
and social pressure 
groups. 

However, in spite 
of this diversity, 
there are certain re- 
curring features. 

Central to it is an 
experience of (or a 
search for) person- 
al transformation. 

But that transfor- 
mation is interpret- 
ed in many differ- 
ent ways, and the 
paths to personal 
transformation are 
legion. The name 
‘New Age’ refers 
to a common con- 
viction that such transformation 
has profound social implications 
— that personal transformation 
may set the stage for global so- 
cial transformation, the emer- 
gence of a new age. 

Christian reactions 

Not surprisingly, the New Age 
has provoked very strong reac- 
tions within the Church. 

Some people see the New Age 
as a potential saviour for a mor- 
ibund Christianity. They believe 
that it can breath new life into old 
practices, and give new meaning 
to our faith by putting it in a 
larger inter-faith context. They 
argue that the real heart of Chris- 
tianity is a mystical experience, 
and that traditional Christian be- 
liefs are merely culturally spe- 
cific interpretations of that expe- 
rience. Thus Christianity be- 
comes one valid but local way of 
expressing the universal spiritu- 
ality of the human race. 

Other Christians reject the New 
Age as a satanic conspiracy. They 
perceive it as utterly corrupt, 


to suppress Christianity. 

Both reactions are betrayals of 
the Gospel. New Age Christians 
betray it by contextualising it 
away. By the time they have 
finished reinterpreting it, there is 
no ‘good news’ left which could 
not be found in Hinduism or 
Theosophy. Conspiracy theorists 
betray both the Gospel and New 
Agers by putting New Agers 
beyond its reach. Fear of com- 
promise makes them proclaim 
the Gospel in such a way that 
New Agers simply cannot hear 
its good news. 

Need for repentance 

How may we respond to the 
New Age in a way which is both 
faithful to the Gospel and re- 
spectful of New Agers? 

We must begin by recognising 
that the very existence of the 
New Age movement is an in- 
dictment of Christianity. New 
Agers are men and women seek- 
ing spiritual satisfaction. They 
are the very people for whom the 
Gospel should have proved at- 


some contact with Christianity: 
we have been tried and found 
wanting. Many New Agers are 
casualties of institutional Chris- 
tianity. We must recognise our 
responsibility for this situation. 
Specifically, we must recognise 
the extent to which the churches 
have sold out to secular culture. 
They see Christians who are un- 
comfortable about the supernat- 
ural aspects of Christian faith 
and belief, and Christian institu- 
tions which reflect the unaccept- 
able face of secular institutions 
through personality cults, dis- 
honesty, corruption, the disem- 
powerment of the laity, racism 
and sexism. Too often our lives 
fall woefully short of our mes- 
sage. 

Learning to Listen 

When New Agers criticise us, 
we must be prepared to listen 
with discernment, ready to ac- 
knowledge that some of their 
criticisms are justified. 

Accepting criticism is a 
particular aspect of a skill that is 


essential to all kinds of 
missionaries: listening. 

When people become 
missionaries to a foreign culture 
they commit themselves to years 
of listening: learning a new 
language and an alien culture 
well enough to communicate as 
insiders. They must be humble 
enough to let the people with 
whom they want to share the 
Gospel become their teachers. A 
similar commitment is required 
if we are to be serious about 
mission to the New Age. We 
need to learn their language and 
take time to 
understand what 
concerns them. 

It is a funda- 
mental principle 
of cross-cultural 
mission that no 
culture is beyond 
redemption. All 
possess aspects 
which are af- 
firmed by the 
Gospel, and the 
New Age is no 
exception. There 
are aspects of 
New Age 
thought to which 
we as Christians 
can and should 
say ‘Amen’. For 
example, New Agers stress care 
for the environment, wholeness 
and the importance of a relation- 
al view of reality. All of these 
emphases can be found in ortho- 
dox Christian theology. 

Some Christians will interpret 
such comments as a sell-out to 


the New Age. However I believe 
this approach is consistent with 
St Paul’s assertion that “I have 
become all things to all men, that 
I might by all means save some” 
(1 Cor 9:22). Consider Paul’s 
ministry among the Athenians 
(Acts 17:16-33). He knew the 
culture intimately. In fact he quot- 
ed classical Greek poetry and 
alluded to an obscure tale from 
Athenian mythology. He con- 
veyed his message in language 
his hearers could understand 
without once referring to the 
Hebrew Bible. Had he sold out 
to the Greeks? Far from it! Paul 
went as far as he could in estab- 
lishing common ground. But he 
did not compromise on the es- 
sentials of the Gospel. 

Common ground 

A similar attitude is essential if 
we are to share the Gospel with 
New Agers. Instead of condemn- 
ing them wholesale, we should 
look for common ground. Only 
when we have demonstrated by 
word and deed that we under- 
stand and sympathise with their 
concerns will we have earned a 
hearing for our message. 

The challenge of the New Age 
is to love and understand New 
Agers. Only then will we be able 
to confront them with the claims 
of the Gospel. 

• Lawrence Osborn is a theolo- 
gian and writer who has made a 
particular study of the New Age 
movement. He is the author of 
Angels of Light? The Challenge 
of the New Age (DLT Daybreak 
at £9.95). 
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One side of the question 

Priests for Women ’ s Ordination 



in this diocese wish to make pub- 
lic their commitment to the ordi- 
nation of women to the priest- 
hood, as set out in the proposed 
legislation. 

Like so many, it is a matter we 
have studied, debated and prayed 
about. Together with us, a large 
number of people in the Church 
look forward to the day when 
men and women together serve 
in the priesthood; but we are 
conscious of both clergy and la- 
ity who do not. 

Many of us have first-hand ex- 
perience of the ministry of or- 
dained women, and believe that 
the presence of women in priests’ 
orders can only bring good to the 
Church and its mission. 

We shall remember in our 
prayers all the members of Gen- 
eral Synod who represent the 
Diocese of Oxford, and will con- 
tinue to pray for the welfare of 
the Church and its ministry, what- 
ever the outcome of the vote on 
November 11. 

(The Revd) Brian Bailey, 
Wokingham , Berks 
For and on behalf of Priests 
forWomen*s Ordination in the 
Diocese of Oxford 

0 The other side of the question 
is represented by 125 priests in 
the Diocese in Cost of Conscience, 
an association of clergy opposed 
to the ordination of women as 
priests and bishops. -Ed. 


Cleigypay(l) 

The letter from the Revd Simon 
Baynes in the October DOOR 
raises several issues. He refers 
to Parish Share/ stipendiary in- 
creases, and his plan to give back 
his increase to the Church. 

I know that there has been a 
great deal of time spent in my 
own PCC on this subject, and no 
doubt in other PCCs across the 
diocese. In my experience, all 
organisations winge about head 
office (mainly those who do not 
work there) — ‘an expensive 
luxury that should be trimmed 
back’ they cry! Members of the 
Church of England have similar 
moans about our head office, i.e. 
Diocesan Church House in Ox- 
ford. They fail to realise that a 
high proportion of the Parish 
Share gets recycled back to the 
parish in support of stipendiary 
ministers. 

Secondly, while it can be ar- 
gued that ordained ministry is a 


vocation, not a job, I believe that 
parishioners should pay minis- 
ters a sufficient salary to meet 
modest needs and comforts. How 
many parishoners could survive 
on £239 per week, even allow- 
ing for a free house? I believe the 
current level of stipendiary pay 
(including the latest increase) is 
still inadequate. I know many 
ministers cannot support them- 
selves on this remuneration, and 
spouses are forced to supple- 
ment income. Clergy spouses 
are not unpaid curates, but an 
adequate wage in the first place 
would reduce the number who 
work, and reduce the pressure all 
round. Clergy ministry in the 
Church of England is a very pres- 
surised job, needing the full sup- 
port of the family. .* 

Finally and above all, this issue 
highlights the wholly inadequate 
level of giving by the Church in 
general. In my experience, the 
level of giving is directly pro- 
portional to the commitment (to 
Jesus) of the parishioners. 
Churches in renewal and/or re- 
vival tend to give more money 
than those who have a high pro- 
portion of nominal Christians on 
their parish roll. In fact we have 
a vicious circle — lack of com- 
mitment generates low giving, 
putting pressure on the Parish 
Share and the ability of the 
Church to pay ministers ade- 
quately, which in turn puts pres- 
sure on them and their families 
which can result in low morale. 
But we need our ministers at the 
forefront of renewal in the 
Church of England. So how do 
we break out of this circle and 
see growth? Prayer is the start- 
ing point but let us stop winge - 
mg, pay our ministers what they 
are worth, and stop asking then- 
spouses to subsidise the Church 
of England. 

Mike Thomas, 
Windsor, Berkshire 
PS: Simon Baynes is my Vicar! 


Clergy pay (2) 

The Revd Simon Baynes is gen- 
erously considering donating 
directly to his parish any increase 
in stipend received from April 
1993. Does he realise that if the 
1992/1993 level, £12,500, is sim- 
ply left unchanged this will in 
effect be an increase of more 
than eight per cent? This is be- 
cause the 1992/1993 level in- 
cludes an allowance of £1000 to 
cover the payment of the Com- 
munity Charge. 

Naturally, this allowance is not 
needed when the Community 
Charge ceases in 1993, and the 
Diocese has undertaken to pay 
the Council Tax on behalf of the 
parish clergy. 

The question to be decided by 
the November meeting of the 
Diocesan Synod is what increase, 
if any, should there be in 1993 on 
the present basic stipend, 
411,500? 

The Synod members should ac- 
cept that somehow or other the 
proposed 14.4 per cent increase 
in Parish Shares must be drasti- 
cally reduced. 

The Revd J.G Harford, 
Chesham , Bucks 

Churchyard 

wildlife 

I agree with Sheila Hepworth’s 
plea in your September issue for 
‘not too tidy churchyards’. Of- 
ten, the graveyard is the only 
remaining relic of the meadows 
which used to be such a feature 
of our countryside. These have 
virtually disappeared, either un- 
der the plough or under grass 
for grazing animals which has 
been ‘improved’. 

Many PCCs do set aside areas 
in the churchyard where parish 
plants can still thrive; these in 


The Letters Page 
is edited by 
William Purcell 


turn attract butterflies, and the 
hawthorn and blackthorn hedg- 
es provide nest and roost sites for 
birds. But even these ‘wild are- 
as’ have to be ‘managed’. The 
grass should be cut in early au- 
tumn and raked off to allow seeds 
to root, and hedges which quick- 
ly grow out of control should be 
pruned back, but not trimmed 
back with a mechanical cutter. 

Here, in my village at The Lee 
(above Great Missenden), those 
who tend the ground leave areas 
where the old wild flowers still 
thrive in the only ‘meadow’ left. 
We have Spotted Orchids, Hare- 
bell, Devil’s Bit, Scabious and 
Betony flowers. This year but- 
terflies have been responding to 
the nectar — Meadow Browns, 
Gatekeepers, Peacocks and even 
Painted Ladies. Among the 
breeding birds have been Spot- 
ted Flycatchers, Nuthatch, Black- 
cap, Goldcrest and Tawny Owls. 
I know my ancestors buried here 
would have appreciated all these 
which find sanctuary in this 
place, rather than sitting on a 
bench gazing at neat lawns and 
well-clipped hedges! 

Susan Cowdy, 
Berks, Bucks and Oxon 
Naturalist Trust (BBONT) 
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Ss 


Shop 


Bodleian Christmas Cards, exclusive gifts, 
including stationery, prints, posters, the 
RadcufFe Camera teapot, 
the Bodleian Bear, our new 
Medieval Dragon Silk Scarf, 
a silver owl brooch from the Ashmole 
Bestiary, and much much more... 

Old Schools Quadrangle. Open 9-5 (Sat 9-12.30). 



OXFORD RAILINGS 




SPECIALIST CASTING AND 
PATTERN MAKING 


i ii 






CAST IRON RAILINGS 

7 LITTLE CLARENDON STREET, OXFORD OX1 2HP 

TEL; OXFORD (WK5) 541H FAX (0M5) 53833 — f -K 
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MEMORIALS l.TI> 
SHAW DILL 
NEWBl'RY 
BERKS 
0635 40480 


DESPERATE? ALONE? SUICIDAL? 


Samaritans 


Phone (24 hours) 

FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL 
Amersham 432000 
Bracknell 55556 
Milton Keynes 66777^ 
Newbury 42452 
Oxford 722122 
Reading 505505 
Slough 531011 




Thursday 3 December 
Sheldonian Theatre 8.00pm 


Corelli: Christmas 
Concerto 

The Brandenburg Consort 
Gillian Fisher soprano 

Friday 4 December 
Christ Church Cathedral 8.00pm 

Christmas from 
Christ Church 

Choir of Christ Church Cathedral 
Stephen Darlington director 

Saturday 5 December 
Christ Church Cathedral 8.00pm 

Ceremony of Carols 

Oxford Gris Choir Catrin Morr&Joncs harp 

Friday 11 December 
Sheldonian Theatre 8.00pm 

The Snowman / Carols 

Richard Stilgoe narrator 
Choir of Magdalen College, Oxford 
Bill Ives director 


Saturday 12 December 
Sheldonian Theatre 8.00pm 

Bach Suites 

The English Concert 
Trevor Pinnock dircctorAiarpsichord 

Monday 14 December 
Christ Church Cathedral 8.00pm 

A Whyte Christemas 

Carols through the Ages 
Magnificat Choir Jean Marsh narrator 

Wednesday 16 December 
Sheldonian Theatre 8.00pm 

Beethoven: 

Piano Concertos 

The Regent Sinfonia of London 
George Vass cond Martino Tirimo piano 

Thursday 17 December 
Sheldonian Theatre 8.00pm 

The King’s Singers 

Sheldonian Theatre 
Friday 18 December 8.00pm 
Saturday 19 December 2.00pm & 8.00pm 

The Fairer Sax 

Monday 21 December 
Sheldonian Theatre 8.00pm 

Bach: Christmas Oratorio 

The Sixteen Choir & Orchestra 
Harry Christophers director 


Information and Tickets 

0865 864056 


TRADITIONAL 
WOODEN TOYS 

Dolls Houses and Dolls House Furniture 
For further details please write to: 

MELLOR DESIGNS 
II Grange Ave, Peppard Common 
Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 5JP 
or phone: 0491 628481 


Church Art 

commissioned artwork at 
affordable prices 
Samples sent on request 
including stained glass 
calligraphy illustration 

Angel Art>gV 

11 Mill Green, Eastry, 
Kent CT11 OLE 

0304 614271 


FISHER + 
TOWNSEND 

(Funeral 
Directors) 

Office and Chapel of Rest 

81 High Street 
Witney 

Tel: (0993) 702675 

day and night 
Manager - 
Funeral Director 
PETER SMITH 
Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
Memorial Showroom 
Mon-Fri 
9am-5pm 
Now open on 
Saturday 9-12 


A BURSARY IN 
MEDICINE AND THEOLOGY 
offered by 

THE MARGARET HOUGHTON 
MEMORIAL FUND 
and 

REGENT’S PARK COLLEGE, 
UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD 
Trinity Term 1993 
(April 23 -June 19, 1993) 

This Bursary is intended to enable a 
medical practitioner to spend some time in 
theological study related to the practice of 
medical care, and to interact with students 
in training for Christian Ministry. The 
Bursary will cover the cost of tuition fees, 
accommodation at the College site in 
Central Oxford and the use of Ibraries. 

The holder will be elected a visitinai member 
of the College Senior Common Hoorn. 
Details from: The Principal, Regent’s Park 
College, Oxford, Oxford 0X1 2LB. 
Closing date November 21st 1992 
The Margaret Houghton Memorial 
Fund is administered by The Institute 
for Contemporary Christianity, 

St Peter’s Church. London. 




Telephones 

at CMtfietCtive friiceb 


Quality Products from South-Western Bell & 
Panasonic 

Examples of our low, low prices: The only 
cordless telephone and integrated answering 
machine in the UK (South-Western Bell FF680) only 
£138. Panasonic Feature Phone KXT 2322E only 
£38 All telephones MERCURY compatible. 

Call now for illustrated details and price list * 


JLM Communications 
High Wycombe 

( 0494 ) 441396 
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ORGAN BUILDER 

Re-builds, restorations, regular tuning and maintenance visits 
6 SUNNYMEDE AVENUE, CHESHAM, BUCKS HP5 3LE 
Telephone: 0494-785118 
Member Incorporated Society of Organ Builders 



Good News foi 


INSTITUTE OF COUNSELLING 
COUNSELLING SKILLS 

• Certificate Courses • 1 Year Diploma Courses 

• 2 Year Diploma Courses • Training Resources 

— All Courses on a Home Study Basis — 

For further details write: 

Registrar, Institute or Counselling, 

Dept D, 15 Hope St, Glasgow G2 6AB. 




THE NEWMAN-MOWBRAY 


BOOKSHOP 

87 St Aldates, Oxford 0X1 1RB 
Telephone: 244654 

Christian Books, Cards, Crucifixes, etc. 
Candles, Communion Wine, Altar Breads, 
Church Stationery. 

Open Monday-Saturday 9am-5.30pm 

We accept Visa and Access 




THE ABBEY 

SUTTON COURTENAY 
Oxon 0X14 4AF 
Tel: (0235) 847401 


NOVEMBER 

15 Ethics, Culture and Economic Life 

Day seminar with James Robertson and Elizabeth 
Nathaniels 

27-29 Great Myths of the World 

Weekend led by Norah Henschel 
28 1992 and Beyond: The Church’s Response to the 

Earth Summit 

Day Seminar with Rev Christopher Hall and 
Rev Christopher Gosling 

DECEMBER 

5 s Spiritual Values and Economic Values 

Day seminar with James Robertson and 
Bishop Stephen Vemey 



LEST WE FORGET! 


ST LAURENCE CHILDREN’S HOSPICE 

is dedicated to surrounding the dying children of 
Romania with love, prayer and Christian devotion. 

To enable us to continue and extend this vital work we 
need your prayers, your help and your ongoing support. 

Please can you help ? 


I enclose a donation of: 

£50 □ £25 □ £10 □ 


Any other amount 

or Please charge my Access/Visa 


Name: ..... 
Address: 


Expiry date:.. 
Signature: 


Postcode: 


or: for covenant forms/further information , please contact: 

Rev Dr John Walmsley 
ROMANIAN CHILDREN'S AID 
la Broadway Market, 

Fencepiece Road, 

, t Ilford, Essex IG6 2JT 
sge Telephone: 081-559 9300. 


Fax: 081-559 9950 


Ref: DR/1 



There is a tremendous hunger for God’s Word. Thousands of 
people all over the world are turning to Christ each day, but 
many have no access to a Bible. On Bible Sunday this 
December 6, we give thanks for the men and women who 
devote their lives to spreading the Gospel, whatever the cost. 
Report compiled by Venetia Horton. 


God of the Games 


The Bible Society dates back to 
the beginning of the 19th centu- 
ry, when the need for a Welsh- 
language Bible was recognised. 
Today it claims to be the largest 
Bible publisher in the UK, dis- 
tributing Bibles and Testaments 
in 19 English versions, and Scrip- 
tures in more then 300 other lan- 


guages. 

One of its best-selling volumes 
is the Good News Bible , first 
published in 1976. By March 
this year, more than 33 million 
Good News Bibles had been sold 
worldwide. 

The Bible Society, together 
with the United Bible Societies, 
exports some two million Bibles 
every year. This summer 30,000 
New Testaments and other Scrip- 
tures were distributed at the Ol- 
ympic Games in Barcelona. 

Nigel Coates (30), a traffic en- 
gineer from High Wycombe, was 
one of a team of 13 cyclists who 
pedalled the 1,000 miles from 
Bible House in Swindon, Wilt- 
shire through France to Barcelo- 
na to raise £20,000 for Bible 
work. The team reported that the 
Scriptures were greatly appreci- 


ated by the athletes and their 
coaches. The coach with the 
Moroccan team was from Bul- 
garia. He said he was amazed to 
find the Scriptures in his own 
language: “I expected to find 
English or French, but not Bul- 
garian,” he said. “I know I need 
this.” 

The Bible Society produces a 
wide range of books and teaching 
materials. The Eutychus Journey, 
for example, is an innovative re- 
source for youth groups. Aimed 
at teenagers who may be bored in 


Knowing 
God’s will 

“If we want to escape 
what God wants us 
to do, we read the 
Bible in English. But 
if we really want to 
know what he wants 
us to do, we read it in 
Gumatj.” 

% A Gumatj -speaking 
Aboriginal man in 
Australia. 


Cm 
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church, it provides leaders with 
ideas for worship, role play, 
games and even a midnight hike ! 
The Society also produces a Bi- 
ble Sunday pack to use on De- 
cember 6, and a 16-page re- 
source pack for children’s wor- 
ship groups. 

For the latest information on 
Bible Society projects, ring their 
Prayer Newsline on 0793 
421956, or contact them at: 
The Bible Society , Stonehill 
Green y Westlea, Swindon SN5 
7DG. Tel: 0793 513713. 
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God speaks in 
many tongues 


It Is estimated that there are over 
6,500 languages in the world. So 
far the Bible Society has published 
at least one book of the Bible in 
1 ,978 different languages. 


Twelve Christian cyclists, including Nigel Coates from High Wycombe (extreme 
right) set out from Bible House, Swindon, for the Olympics at Barcelona 



An athlete from Belarus and one from Russia, with Scripture 
Portions received at the Olympic village. The Russian became a 
Christian just before the Games 


How long, O Lord? 

It takes between 10 and 25 years to translate the New 
Testament into another language. 


They’ve got it taped 

The BBC Radio 4 series of readings from the Bible, which came to 
an end this August, is available on cassette from BBC Radio 
Enterprises. So far the New Testament, Genesis and the Psalms 
and Proverbs are available. 

The Psalms and Proverbs, read by Hannah Gordon and David 
Suchet, cost £7.15; as does Genesis read by Sir John Gielgud. The 
27 books of the New Testament have been recorded onto 12 tapes 
or 15 hours of listening time, and come as a boxed set for £39.95. 
Further books from the Old Testament will be available next year. 
BBC Radio Enterprises, 80 Wood Lane, London W12 0TT. 


Open door that 
no one can shut 


Open Doors specialises in taking Bi- 
bles to repressed countries. Previously, 
much work was done behind the Iron 
Curtain; now it is the ‘ Bamboo Curtain’ 
which is being breached. In China, Open 
Doors reports a growing persecution of 
Christians: churches are attacked, reli- 
gious activities are curtailed, leaders 
are imprisoned. Yet, in 1981, at the 
request Chinese Christians, Open 
Doors delivered one million Bibles into 
the country in one night. 

Open Doors was founded by Dutch- 
bom Brother Andrew, who served as a 
soldier in the Dutch East Indies (Indo- 
nesia) during the 1939-45 war. After 
being wounded, he went back to Hol- 
land and was converted to the Christian 
faith. It was during a visit to Poland in 
1955 that his mission was made clear. 
While watching a Communist Youth 
parade in Warsaw, he looked down a 
his Bible and read the words: “Awake, 
and strengthen what remains, and is on 
the point of death.” Rev 3:2. 

Brother Andrew knew he was called 
to serve the suffering church. At first 
this was in Eastern Europe beginning 
with Czechoslovakia in 1968, then Al- 
bania, Romania and Bulgaria. He looked 
further afield to Angola, Ethiopia and 
Mozambique, where Open Doors helps 
believers by supplying them with Bi- 
bles and other literature. The organisa- 
tion is also in touch with Christians in 
Vietnam, Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Su- 
dan, and is now preparing to work in 
South America. 

Open Doors publishes a monthly 


newsletter which gives details of individ- 
uals imprisoned and tortured for their faith, 
and news of countries such as Vietnam 
and Pem where Christianity is under threat. 
Open Doors, PO Box 6, Witney, Oxon 
OX8 7SP. 

Bible on disk 

Zondervan ’ s MacBible is a superb refer- 
ence and devotional tool, writes Richard 
Thomas. It is easy to instal, and the NIV 
text takes up only 2.5 Mb hard disk space. 
Its first use is as a concordance. Type in 
the word you remember, define the search 
area from one book to the whole Bible, 
and your computer will list the verses in 
which the word appears. 

You can add notes, save to a special file 
(ideal for sermon research) and cut and 
paste into other documents. Because the 
programme is so memory-efficient, it can 
run in background on most Macs running 
system 7. 

Its second use is as a devotional tool. 
You can display whole sections of the 
Bible by calling up verses, and follow 
themes from Genesis to Revelations. 

There is a good selection of texts to 
choose from: NIV, RSV, KJV, NRSV, 
Greek and Hebrew (which come com- 
plete with Greek and Hebrew fonts) and 
the Apocrypha, and different versions 
can be run simultaneously in separate 
windows for comparison. 

The package is listed at £79 in the 
MacWarehouse catalogue, which is not 
expensive for a piece of Macintosh Soft- 
ware of this calibre. 
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Children 
of God 

For nearly 125 years the Scripture 
Union has been helping people meet 
God through prayer and bible read- 
ings. Its first notes were produced in 
1886. Now, there are a quarter of a 
million readers in the UK alone. Scrip- 
ture Union produces books, readings 
notes, prayer diaries and newsletters 
for children and adults, as well as 
audio cassettes and videos. 

Quest and Alive to God are two of 
the best-known titles for young peo- 
ple. SU is particularly concerned that 
children hear the Christian message. 
School workers go into primary, sec- 
ondary, state and independent schools 
to take assemblies or run Christian 
groups. SU also organises annual hol- 
idays for young people, including dis- 
abled groups, and sends missions to 
churches wishing to reach out into the 
(extreme local community, 
elona J° Pitkin, SU primary specialist, says: 

“Children understand more about God 
than we give them credit for. Their 
prayers can be amazing.” 

For more information contact Scrip- 
ture Union , 130 City Road , Lo.Mon 
EC1V2NJ. 
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Books for non-believers 


For 21 years, Oxford-based 
Lion Publishing has been pro- 
ducing Christian books for the 
non-believer. Researching the 
needs of the ‘general market’ 
has led Lion’s founders, Dav- 
id and Pat Alexander (pic- 
tured above), to produce a 
wide-ranging catalogue of 
over 600 items, including 
cookery books, children’s Bi- 
bles, fiction and reference 
books. 

The starting point for every 
book is to make it accessible to 
the non-Christian. Lion says 
it makes sure every author 
writes with the un-initiated in 
mind. 

Working with both Chris- 
tian and general retailers 


means that the company has to 
produce a very high quality 
product. It also means publish- 
ing for the needs of the interna- 
tional bookselling world. So far, 
Lion books have been translat- 
ed into 70 languages. At last 
October’s International Book 
Fair in Frankfurt, publishers 
from Bulgaria, Poland and 
Russia were very interested in 


using these books to further 
evangelism in their countries. 
South American publishers 
hope to buy translation rights 
for children’s books and gift 
books and in the Far East, a 
book called The Story of Chris- 
tian Music is a best-seller. 
•Lion Publishing , Peter’s Way, 
Sandy Lane West, Oxford 0X4 
5UG. 


Verse by Verse 

The Lion Handbook of the Bible edited by David and Pat Alexander 
and first published in 1973, is a classic among Bible reference 
books. Published by Lion for £9.99, it offers 680 pages of maps, 
photographs, history, background information and verse-by-verse 
commentary. The Handbook now has over 1,750,000 copies in print 
in over 20 languages. 


of individ- 
r their faith, 
is Vietnam 
inder threat. 
tney, Oxon 

lisk 

perb refer- 
es Richard 
id the NIV 
disk space. 
ze. Type in 
5 the search 
hole Bible, 
le verses in 

special file 
nd cut and 
lecause the 
cient, it can 
ics running 

tional tool, 
ions of the 
and follow 
lations. 
of texts to 
V, NRSV, 
:ome com- 
r fonts) and 
it versions 
in separate 

£79 in the 
hich is not 
ntosh Soft- 


Language of Love 

William Cameron Townsend, the founder of Wycliffe Bible Translators, 
spent 65 years of his life making the Word of God available in languages that 
had no Bibles and in languages that had no alphabets. 

During Townsend’s lifetime nearly 1,000 languages were transcribed; 
Wycliffe has now identified another 3,000 entirely aural languages that may 
still need translation. Wycliffe and SIL have been involved in 1,321 
language projects to date, and are currently preparing translations or holding 
literacy campaigns in another 863 languages, including Tartar (Russia). 

Wycliffe Bible Translators, Horsleys Green, High Wycombe, Bucks 
HP 14 3XL . Contact Graham Dore on 0494 482521. 


Book at Bedtime 


Gideons International was founded 
by a Wisconsin man, John Nichol- 
son, in 1899. The organisation now 
operates in more than 150 coun- 
tries, including parts of the former 
Soviet Union; Kuwait and other 
Gulf countries. 

In the UK, the Gideons are prob- 
ably best known for placing Bibles 
in hotel bedrooms, and for distrib- 
uting New Testaments to school 
pupils. They also work in prisons, 
hospitals and colleges. 

The Oxford branch has been ac- 
tive for 30 years and distributes 
nearly 2,800 testaments each year 
to local schools. A highlight of 1 992 
was the delivery of more than 500 
Bibles and 200 New Testaments to 
HM Prison Bullingdon, enough for 
a Bible in each cell. A Testament is 


offered personally to each prison- 
er on his arrival in prison. 

Earlier this year, the Oxford 
branch offered presentation Bi- 
bles to their local MPs, John Pat- 
ten, the Education Secretary, and 
Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd, 
who was interested to hear of the 
Gideons’ work in Eastern Europe. 

In his letter of thanks, Douglas 
Hurd wrote: “When I was in 
Harare, in Zimbabwe, I was de- 
lighted to find and use a Gideon 
Bible in the drawer by my bed- 
side.” 

The Gideons International, 
Western House, George Street, 
Lutterworth, Leicestershire LEI 7 
4EE. Or contact Dr JL Hutchison, 
Chairman, Oxford Branch, 0865 
273705 . 


470 years overdue! 

When Erasmus came to Oxford, he borrowed a copy of 
the Epistles from a library in France. He learnt Greek, 
he translated the New Testament into Latin, he pub- 
lished it in 1515, but he forgot to return his library book. 
It can still be seen in the Bodleian in Oxford! 



Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd receives a special 
presentation copy of the Bible (NIV) from John Hutchinson, 
of the Oxford branch of the Gideons International 
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Electrical Contractors 

Tel: Witney (0993) 778955 & 772144 
Fax: (0993) 776774 

INCORPORATING 
STANDFAST , 

SECURITY 
SYSTEMS 
(WITNEY) 

Tel: (0993) 773699 

Diocesan Approved 


« 



SHADES 

OF 

GLASS 


Craftsman Built Lead Light and Stained Glass Windows 
Specialists in Church repairs and replacement windows 


Call us for free quotes on 

★ Repair or Replacement to Lead Light 

★ Repair or Replacement to Vandal Damage 

★ Repair or Replacement to Painted Details 

★ Repair or Replacement to Stained Glass and Engraved Detail 
Reference available, work undertaken on many local Churches and 

Colleges 

Interest Free Terms Available 



OXFORD (0865) 340831 

12 Fane Drive, Berinsfield, Oxon 


v. 
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Tailors and Mercers 


Capes/Cassocks (made to measure, fitted out on premises). 
Stocks - Vestocks - Cottas - Collars (Plastic or Linen), Shirts (Black, 
Grey or Blue), Academic Gowns, Hoods and Choir Robes. 

Ready to wear Cassocks from £40. 

You can be assured of our personal attention to cut, fit and quality. 

Please call or telephone us at: 

119 HIGH STREET, OXFORD OX1 4BX 
u TELEPHONE: 242756 


r BRITAIN’ S mil G HTEST "j 
CHRISTIAN DIARY 
Now Ready 

! MY POCKET COMPANION FOR 1995, now in its 78th 
j year of publication. It is more than just a diary. It includes 

■ devotional pages and a text for every day. 

■ Popular Edition. 64 pages. Full diary. Interesting articles, I 

I strong cover, fully illustrated. Single copy £1 .08; 10 for £9.25; I 
| 20 for £17; 50 for £37; 100 for £68. " j 

I Popular Improved. As above with outer plastic cover. 

■ Single copy £1.18; 10 for £10.25; 20 for £19. 

■ De Luxe Wallet Edition. 96 pages. Fine brown or black 
J wallet cover. Single copy £1.78; 5 for £8.25; 10 for £14. 

J Superior De Luxe Wallet Edition. Supple wallet in 

■ black or brown. Single copy £3.15; 5 for £13.75. 

All above prices include postage. 

Order now from Dept Door 
The Protestant Truth Society (Inc) \ 

184 Fleet Street, London EC4A 2HJ 

I I 



CHRISTIAN JEWELLERY 
by N&S DESIGN 

SUPPLIED WITH 16" CHAINS ALL ITEMS BOXED 



SILVER £10.99 
9ct GOLD £62.50 


HEAVY R SILVER £ 11.99 
CROSSES @ 9 ct GOLD £106 


SILVER £ 13.99 
9 ctG 0 LD £119 


m silver £5.25 
SILVER £9.99 Hg c t GOLD £25.99 
9ct GOLD £39.95 


SILVER £8.99 M SILVER £8.99 
9ct GOLD £37.50 H|9ct GOLD £39.95 


ORDER FORM HALLMARKED 

ITEM No. DESCRIPTION SILVER GOLD PRICE 


ACCESS/VISA CARD No. 



SIGNATURE 

NAME 

ADDRESS.... 


POSTCODE 

PLEASE ALLOW UP TO 21 


.Tel No 

DAYS FOR 


DEUVERY 


CHEQUES PAYABLE TO:- 
N&S DESIGN 
NORTH AND SOUTH 
LOWER REW 
MARTINST0WN 
DORCHESTER 
DT2 9HB 
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Chiltems Manor 

for retired & elderly 
Northern Heights, Bourne End 

Turret House Rest Home 

27 Kendrick Road, Reading 
Gracious surroundings where 
residents are treated as guests. 
Families & friends are made 


There is privacy as well as 
companionship. 

Many amenities are available. 

Frail A elderly folk welcomed 
and caringly looked after. 

For help and advice telephone 
Mrs Barer, RGN 
0628 528676 
0734 867735 



CRISIS PREGNANCY 
CENTRE 


Facing an unplanned pregnancy? 
Trying to cope with physical or emo- 
tional problems following abortion, 
miscarriage or stillbirth? 

For free confidential Christian coun- 
selling, practical help and advice call: 

(0753) 883101 

Christian Counselling Centres in 
Hillingdon, Slough and High Wycombe 


Making Life Worth Living 

By Lynn Pepper 

Resident at Pegasus Court, Tilehurst, Reading 



Facing up to the future in retirement, particularly if you are single, is never easy, but the time comes when 
face up to it you must. Quality of life is all important and as you get older you realise the necessity and 
importance of having support facilities to enable you to achieve this quality. 

I shared the ownership of a house with Mrs Phyllis Furness, and for many years this was ideal - 
particularly while I could drive - but as we got older and began to need assistance, things got progressively 
more difficult. After two hip replacements the garden and stairs, for instance, became major problems for 
me. 

We decided to sell the house and buy separate apartments. I could see the Pegasus retirement 
development going up from my bedroom window and came to visit the site and fell in love with it. My nephew came and had a look and felt it was a very sound 
investment. 

I didn’t think I could afford it but here I am, settled in, with all the back up support that I need to make life more comfortable. I had set my sights much lower but I 
had my sights raised and to me it is like living in a five star hotel - there are so many extras which make life here so much more pleasant. I wanted a large shower and 
got one because a bath was just not suitable for me with my arthritis. 

Mrs Furness got the last one bedroom apartment in the first block of Arundel Lodge and I had to wait until the next block was completed, but in the meantime was 
given the use of a two bedroom, two bathroom flat until mine was ready. 

It was during that nine months in the temporary apartment that I realised just how important support services were going to be. Last October I had a very bad heart 
attack and was unconscious for eight days. If it hadn’t been for Diane Wadsworth, our administrator, I doubt if I would have been here today. 

The 24 hour back-up and Assisted Living Service offered by Pegasus makes my life so much more enjoyable. I realise that the older I get the more help I may need - 
but I can get it here and it enables me to keep my independence which is so important to me. My Assisted Living helper not only cleans for me but takes me to the 
hairdresser once a week and helps with my shopping. 

Now that I can’t drive or get on buses it is important not to feel isolated and it is so nice to be able to go down to our own restaurant and meet other people, or have a 
cup of tea in our communal lounge, a chat in the conservatory or join others for little outings. The restaurant has some very enjoyable menus which will please even the 
most sophisticated tastes. 

I am a very keen embroiderer and Diane, our administrator took me for an overnight visit to another Pegasus development at Abergavenny where others had gathered 
for a craft fair, where I exhibited some of my work. We stayed overnight in the guest suite - something that they have on each development. Mrs Ward, wife of our 
founder, commissioned me to do a picture and I have just completed one of Pegasus - The Winged Horse. It is to be hung in the restaurant at Tilehurst. 

I have made some good friends here and we help one another. Everybody is helpful and understanding of each others problems. There is no loud hi-fi from 
neighbours and we have an environment here of which we feel very much a part. 

But your own privacy is important too and to have your own interests. In my case they also include reading, crosswords, listening to good music and watching plays 
on television. This move happened for me at just the right time and I now have a quality of life 1 hadn’t dreamed possible a few years ago. 
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Do you or a relative of yours 
Heed home care? 

Consult Us 

for resident l«»nq term care 
of the clderll> 

i ivMI'mkaky \t U"i:s 
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CONSULTUS 

SERVICES AGtNCY ITO 

17 l.ondon Ku.nl. lonl.i i*l K . 
K. nl I \H* .{Alt 

(07J2) J55 231/352 4*2 
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UNIVERSAL CARE 

CARING IN THE 
HOME 

We specialise in providing 
companion/housekeepers to 
enable the elderly and infirm to 
remain living in their own homes. 
CHESTER HOUSE, 9 WINDSOR END, 
BEACONSRELD, BUCKS HP9 2JJ 
Tel: (0494) 678811. Fax: (0494) 

671 259 

(EmpAgy FRES Mambar) 



For all grades 
of nursing care 

10 Church St. Caversliam. Reading RG4 8DZ 
Telephone (0734) 476666 


CARE AT HOME 

Resident Housekeepers/Care Assistants for 
temporary help - say on return from hospital 
or longer-term over several months. 

Oxford Aunts Care 

2 George Street 
Oxford OX1 2AF 
0865 791017 


Oxford Aunts: Established 1967 (Emp / Agy) 


ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s 
disease. We have qualified and experienced staff, large 
gardens and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, 
contact George Tuthill, who will be pleased to show 
you around. 

Wardinaton House Nursing Home 
near Banbury, Oxon OX17 1SD 

Telephone: (0295) 750513 



tufterfly Home Care Agency 


gives fiffiEDOM for the elderly to remain at home 

This smalf<i8ceming agency offers temporary live in staff for a period 
of two weeks to provide care/companionship/cooking for elderly 
clients and others in need in the comfort of their own homes. ALL 
CLIENTS ARE VISITED PRIOR TO THE FIRST ASSIGNMENT 
SO THAT THEIR REQUIREMENTS ARE PROPERLY ASSESSED. 
We welcome new staff as well as clients. 

For a personal service contact us at 
15 Whitby Road, Bristol BS4 3QE 
Tel: 0272 711599 (office hours 6 pm to 10pm) 



Margaret Jackson srn. onc. Mssch. MBChA. 

Qualified Surgical Chiropodist 

Registered Member of the British Chiropody Association 
Visiting Practice 

8, Bickerton Road, Headington, Oxford. OX3 7LS. Tel: 0865 61718 
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YEW TREE HOUSE 

Caters for Frail, Elderly, including 
Alzheimer Sufferers 

• Individual and independent Care 

• Home from Home Environment 

Fees from £185 per week 

DHSS funded residents welcome. 

Beautiful, peaceful gardens. 

Long, Short and Respite Care. 

Tel: High Wycombe (0494) 445100 
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Go ldsb orough 

HOMECARE AND 
NURSING SERVICES 

Specialist Care for the Elderly, & Housebound. 

O Experienced Care Assistant. 

O Available for private houses & residential homes. 

O Flexible to suit your needs - 1-24 hours, 
short or long term. 

O 'Lifeline' - telephone monitoring service. 

C> Very competitive rates 

For more information ring now on; 

0753-550600 

or write to; 

21 High Street, Slough SL1 1DY. 


0 



DO YOU NEED A BREAK? 

The Jems Residential Care Home are 
now offering the following services: 

• Holiday breaks for carers • Social activities to suit individual preferences 

• Home caring available • Supportive, professional and caring staff 

• Latest modem aids • Weekend and short stays welcome 

• Established reputation for high standards and quality care 

• Registered for 15 

For detailed brochure please contact : 

Mrs G. Knight, SRN, OHNt The Jems Residential C« 

Wises Firs Road Sulhamstead, Berkshire RG7 4EH. Tel: (§734) 832863 
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JOHN BURT DHP, Ml AH 

Help with anxiety, confidence, depression, phobias, 
personal problems, stress, smoking, 
weight problems etc. 

A sympathetic and totally confidential service. 

For appointment, FREE consultation or 
brochure telephone: 

0734 770800 


o 
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Employment Bureau 


HE \D OFFICE REGION 
hORSMAV 0403 210415 

Cardiff 0222 665815 

COLCHESTER 0206 768659 

GLASGOW 041-248 8827 
_a\caster 0524 848693 

NORWICH 0603 763893 

Windsor 0753 832818 

vo«k 0904 631369 

HEAD OFFICE ADDRESS 
IDA Market Square, Horsham 
West Sussex Rill 2 I EX 


MIDLANDS REGION 
lutterworth -0455 558858 
BIRMINGHAM 021-236 5121 
CHELTENHAM 0242 263362 
Shrewsbury 0743 353934 
SOI TH W EST REGION 
Plymouth 0752 346636 
bath 0225 428438 

Salisbury 0722 421873 
YEOVIL 0935 410343 

HEAD OFFICE FAX NUMBER 

0403 217827 

24 Hour Answering Service 


THE NATIONWIDE CARING SERVICE 

PROVIDING 

Help enabling the elderly & infirm to remain in their own homes. 
Support tor over stressed relatives & holiday relief for regular carers. 
Post Operative care 

HELP DURING 

Family Crisis - Illness - Holidays - Business Trips etc. 
CARETAKERS 

Security for your home & care for your pets 

RELIABLE STAFF ALWAYS REQUIRED 

Posts 2-4 weeks • Residential • GOOD SALARIES 


Telephone for full information 


F.R.E.S. Member 


Jfempfon Cursing & 
3MM(aI 5jomc 

has just recently opened its new nursing wing and still 
has some vacancies. 

Single and Companion Rooms. 

En-suite facilities available. 

For further information and/or an appointment to view 
please contact: 

Mrs. M. Adams (Matron) on Telephone (0844) 351766 
36 Lower Icknield Way, Chinnor, Oxford OX9 4EB 



• Large attractive country house in 
3 acres of well kept grounds 

• Individual rooms, own furniture 

• Long or short stayAioliday breaks 

• Fees: £175 -£275 per week 


HARRLAS HOUSE 

Residential Home 
for the Elderly 

• Non-profit registered charity 

• Caring, sympathetic staff 

• Spacious public rooms 

• Quality home cooking - 
own garden produce 


Detail* and brochure from: 

The Warden, Harrias House, Hedgerley Lane, 
Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 2SD. 

Tel: 0494 674204 
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John Patten is not only Educa- 
tion Secretary, he is also the MP 
for Abingdon and West Oxford- 
shire. So naturally he was keen 
to share in the celebrations at 
two of his constituency ’s Church 
of England primary schools at 
the end of their major building 
projects. 

It was Wootton’s big day on 
September 25, when Mr Patten 
and Jim Rosenthal, the TV sports 
presenter, dropped in to look at 
the school ’ s new extension. Even 
the rain couldn’t dampen the 
celebrations, though it did mean 
that a dramatic presentation of 
the school’s history planned for 
the open air, had to be held in- 
side. But nobody seemed to 
mind, least of all the children 
who gave Mr Patten and Mr 
Rosenthal (pictured left to right) 
a rousing reception. 

Then, on October 2 Mr Patten 
went to Appleton CE Primary 
School where he opened the re- 
ordered school. He was joined 
by the Archeacon of Berkshire, 
the Venerable David Griffiths, 
who took a special assembly. It 
ended with loud cries of “Happy 
Retirement Archdeacon,” when 
the children and visitors realised 
it was his last official school 
visit in the Diocese. 

The new facilities include a 
staff room, resource areas for 
two of the classrooms, and a new 
library which was opened by 
Julian Blackwell, who is chair- 


man of the newly formed Son 
White Memorial Library Trust, 
set up in memory of a former 
Appleton School pupil and resi- 
dent. 

Photo (left to right): Julian 
Blackwell, John Jones, Chair- 
man of Oxfordshire County 
Council, Ray Strugnell, Chair- 
man of Governors, the Venera- 
ble David Griffiths, John Patten, 
Mrs Tricia Pritchard, Headteach- 
er, John Francis, Chairman of 
Vale of the White Horse District 
Council, and the Revd Tony Wil- 
liamson, Diocesan Director of 
Education (Schools). 


Frank James 

We have all abeen saddened and shocked by the sudden death of 
Frank James while in India. He will be remembered as a wise and 
dedicated counsellor who attached great importance to helping 
individuals serving long-term prison sentences in Grendon Under- 
wood and Springhill prisons, where he served as Chaplain. 

There, many men both within the prison system and far beyond, owe 
a great deal to Frank’s encouragement, guidance and pastoral care. He 
was a good listener, a caring pastor and a trusted friend. 

One feature of Frank’s ministry was his enthusiasm for religious 
drama. He did much to promote the use of it, especially to portray the 
message of the great festivals Memorable productions in Holy Week 
and Ascensiontide included an outstanding letter from a condemned 
prisoner. Only gradually was it 


apparent that the letter depicted 
Jesus sacrificing His life for us. 

Frank was always enthusastic, 
effervescent and charismatic in 
his approach to people and to his 
work in prison. He frequently 
greeted people with genuine and 
heartfelt affection, including an 
enormous hug. This, combined 
with the tremendous courage he 
displayed in battling with a ter- 
minal illness, made him an ex- 
tremely brave warrior for Christ. 

His warmth, kindness and ded- 
ication to the ministry will long 
be remembered. The chapel in 
Grendon Underwood prison, 
which he did so much to furnish 
and decorate, stands as a fitting 
memorial to one whose life and 
work for men in prison was ad- 
mired and appreciated far be- 
yond the walls of the prisons in 
which he served so faithfully. 

Michael Chantry 
The Revd Michael Chantry is 
Chaplain of Hertford College, 
Oxford, and Assistant Chaplain 
at Grendon Underwood and 
Springhill. 


DOOR in 
December 

For the first time the December 
DOOR will be for those who 
don’t regularly come to church. 
Diocesan news will be in a four- 
page special section. 

Christmas Advertising: 

Each parish will receive ten free 
posters and 30 car stickerswith 
their delivery of the December 
DOOR, so parishes should en- 
sure they collect their parcels on 
time. If your parish can’t use the 
advertising material please give 
it to someone who can. 

Wall Calendars: 

Free wall calendars will also be 
sent out with the December 
DOOR. They are run from De- 
cember 1 to November 30 1993 
and as before include major fes- 
tivals and Diocesan events. They 
cost the Diocese nothing, but we 
hope will save you the cost of 
buying one! 

We are still awaiting some 
alternative Christmas stories! 
See Page 19 in the November 


Robert Collier 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Born in 1925, the son of a 
Worcestershire doctor, Robert 
came to Oxford in 1943 as a 
History Exhibitioner. 

At St Catherine’s he was Pres- 
ident of the Junior Common 
Room, and coxed the college 
boat. After Oxford he cared for 
Gladstone’s great collection of 
books at St Deiniol’s, before 
movingto London to teach at St 
Paul’s Choir School. He married 
Felicity in the Cathedral in 1954, 
the year of his ordination. It is 
characterisitic that St Paul’s was 
decorated with wildflowers from 
City bombsites for the wedding. 

Two curacies in London fol- 
lowed, but in 1959 came the move 
to Shabbington vicarage in the 
Buckinghamshire countryside — 
a parsonage in the old style — 
and the beginning of a 26-year 


minisitry, later to include Ick- 
ford and Worminghall parishes. 
He loved the work of a country 
priest, and was in turn greatly 
loved. 

Despite a deteriorating heart 
condition, and always willing to 
take on something that interest- 
ed him, Robert took responsibil- 
ity for the redundant church fur- 
nishing store, and later became 
full-time Secretary of the Dioce- 
san Advisory Committee. His 
love and understanding of eccle- 
siastical architecture now came 
into its own. He delighted in 
finding exactly the right furnish- 
ing for a particular setting, or 
visiting a church in company 
with a D AC delegation when the 
combination of his parochial ex- 
perience and aesthetic judgement 
was invaluable. 



Retirement to Connel by Oban 
in 1989 brought the opportunity 
to pursue his interests, uncon- 
strained by Diocesan responsi- 
bility, However, another heart 
attack in September led to Fort 
William Hospital where he died. 
Bishop Henderson saw him that 
morning. He said that in that 
hour he had made a friend — and 
lost one. So have all whose lives 
Robert has touched. 

John Bone 
Bishop of Reading 


The Revd Michael Hill, for- 
merly vicar of Chesham Bois 
and rural dean of Amersham, 
is to be collated by the Bishop 
of Oxford as the new Arch- 
deacon of Berkshire and in- 
stalled to his seat by the Dean 
of Christ Church in the Cathe- 
dral, Oxford, on November 7 
at 6pm. The preacher will be 
Bishop John and prayers will 
be lead by Bishop Simon. All 
are welcome, no tickets re- 
quired. 

• The Revd Adrian Daffem, 
who is serving his title in Li- 
chfield, has joined the General 
Synod in Prague for the Con- 
ference of European Church- 
es. He is part of a group led by 
the Dean of Durham. Adrian 


Daffem, who was trained at 
Wycliffe Hall, Oxford, was elect- 
ed because the General Synod 
was anxious to have at least one 
Anglican representative aged 
under 30! 

•The Federation for Rural Evan- 
gelism is holding an Open Day 
Conference on Saturday Novem- 
ber 21 in Didcot, Oxfordshire. 
The speakers, Leslie Francis and 
Howard Mellor of Cliff College, 
will discuss how to reach and 
minister to children in a scat- 
tered community. The confer- 
ence begins at 10.30am and the 
charge of £10 includes coffee 
and lunch. Details: Revd Barry 
Osborne, Federation for Rural 
Evangelism, PO Box 14, Hast- 
ings, East Sussex TN34 IBS. 
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Women deacons 

There will be an ordination of 
two women deacons in Advent. 
Rosanna Martin and Jeanette 
Sears will be ordained by the 
Bishop of Reading at 10.30am 
on December 13 in St Denys’, 
Stanford in the Vale. 

Rosanna will serve as a part- 
time stipendiary in the same 
church, while Jeannette will be 
going non-stipendiary to St Al- 
dates in Oxford. Your prayers 
are asked for them both. 


Sorry, Christopher! 

Apologies to Christopher Wall- 
worth from Woodstock. We in- 
cluded his article on Will Aid in 
the October DOOR, but some- 
how attributed it to a Christo- 
pher Franklin. We don’t know 
who Mr Franklin is but he isn’t 
Mr Wallworth! 


David Silvey & Son 

Cooks Funeral Service 

Funeral Directors 

72 Broad Street 

West bourne Street 

Chesham 

High Wycombe 

Bucks 

Bucks 

HP5 3DX 

Tel: (0494) 529193 

Tel: (0494) 791359 

24-Hours Service. Pre-payment funeral plan available 

Members of the National Association of Funsral Directors 
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Come Carolling with the 

<§a®asi 

1992 Carol Festivals on 
Saturdays; December 5th & 12th, 

2.30 pm and 7 pm 

at Westminster Central Hall, London 
Tickets £5.50 and £4.50 

Send SA.E. to: LEC, 2 Buckles Way, 
Banstead, Surrey SM7 1HD. 

Tel: 0737 350637 

Why not organise a coach party? 

Two free tickets for every 20 booked for same performance 
Tickets available end of October 1992 


A Happy Retirement For 
Gardeners 

Donations, deeds of convenant and legacies 
ensure nursing/residential accommodation, 
sheltered homes, pensions, grants and 
holidays. 

We urgently need donations for ten new 
bungalows to be built in Kings Stanley, 



The Gardeners' Royal Benevolent Society 
Dept. TD, Bridge House, 139 Kingston Road 
Leatherhead, Surrey KT22 7NT 
Telephone: (0372) 373962 
Reg Charity No. 213328 


A conference at 
the Wycliffe Centre 
could drive you 
to your knees. 

The Wycliffe Centre is dedicated to 
helping Christians to 
“ Be still and know that I am God." 

& I 9 

We would love to welcome you - 
especially families, hilt any group 
from 1-120. The Wycliffe Centre 
is situated close to the M40. 

& ¥ t 

For more details write or phone: 
Conference Manager, The Wycliffe Centre. 
Horsleys Green, High Wycombe, Bucks HP14 3XL 
Tel: 0494 482521 
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W ith the country in 
deep recession and 
the Church gripped 
by suspense over the outcome of 
the November 1 1 vote, it is com- 
forting to turn to things unchang- 
ing — like bats. According to 
David Endacott, the Oxfordshire 
Bat Group Secretary, they enter 
churches through gaps in doors 
or windows, and find roosts in 
the oddest of places. Pipistrelles, 
especially, favour the spaces be- 
tween the roof beams and the 
chancel arch. 

October marked the start of a 
national survey of bats in church- 
es, as part of a three-year project 
by the Bat Conservation Trust, 
with the help of 60 voluntary bat 
groups. It will involve 300 
churches — some of them in this 
Diocese. The aim is to to find out 
if the bat population is declining, 
and to make clergy more aware 
of the need to conserve these 
threatened creatures. 

Despite their appearance in hor- 
ror stories, bats do no harm. In 
fact, they consume about 2500 
midges every night, and contrary 
to popular belief, they are rarely 
found in belfries — which are 
too noisy and much too draughty. 
For further bat information, con- 
tact Carol Welch (Buckingham- 
shire) 0230 65573; David Enda- 
cott (Oxfordshire) 02357 4832; 
Adrian Lawson (Reading and 
District) 0734 590352. 

There is nothing like a good 
sing to beat the gloom. You may 
not quite match the sweet sound 
of the Bishop’s Choristers (see 
right), but anyone with a reason- 
able voice is invited to a Messiah 
Sing-In at the Unversity Church 
of St Mary the Virgin in Oxford 
on November 7. All proceeds 
will go to Actionaid’s Somalia 
Relief Fund, and the musicians 


and soloists are giving their serv- 
ices free. You will literally be 
singing for life. Ring David 
Blackwell, the conductor, first, 
on 08675 79219 and bring your 
own score. Non-singers are wel- 
come to provide an audience. 

We didn’t think anyone could 
beat Fred Pratley’s 75 years as a 
chorister at St Helen’s, Abing- 
don, but we were wrong. Bert 
Herbert was bom on November 
27, 1907 and began singing in 
the choir of St James the Less, 
Winterbourne near Newbury, 
when he was six years old. He 
has been singing there ever since. 
That makes it 79 years this month. 

Bert is a retired farm worker, 
and still lives in Winterbourne 
with his wife Phyllis . Last year 
he may well have beaten another 
record. During Bishop John’s 
walk round Berkshire, he was 
Confirmed, and he and his wife 
are now regular communicants. 
Did that make him the Diocese’s 
oldest Confirmation candidate? 

There can’t have been much 
gloom, either, at St Barnabas, 
Linslade when 200 Sunday 
School leaders and members 
gathered there for the first Mus- 
ley Deanery Sunday School Pic- 
nic Lunch and Celebration. The 
heavens opened, but the chil- 
dren joined in the games and 
workshops with gusto, and pro- 
duced a splendid cope for Father 
John Sclater who led a proces- 
sion, with flags, decorated can- 
dles and home-made instru- 
ments, into a special service. 

The day followed a Deanery 
questionnaire which revealed 
that some rural Sunday schools 
feel isolated. A Sunday School 
sub-committee was set up under 
Valerie Stewart’ s chairman- 
ship, and there are already clam- 
ours for another day next year. 



Susan Moon (pictured) and Harriet Lewis are two of the talented 
young choristers who passed the Bishop’s Award Examination 
earlier this year and will be receiving their Chorister Badge, 
Ribbon and Certificate from the Bishop of Oxford in Christ 
Church Cathedral on October 31. 

Both sing in the choir of St John the Baptist Church , Crowthome 
and for them both, 1992 will be a year to remember. Susan was 
BBC Choirgiri of the Year 1992, while Harriet is a national finalist 
in the Royal School of Church Music Choirgiri of the Year 
competition and has also won a music scholarship to Millfield. 
The only trouble is, that she won’t be available to sing at St John’s 
during term time! 

• The following are also receiving their Awards from the Bishop of Oxford on 
October 31: JUNIOR AWARD • Andrew Stephen (All Saints, Wokingham); 
Christiana Asher (All Saints, Marcham); Morgan Goford (St Luke’s , Maiden- 
head); Victoria Rowland and Edward Smith (St Helen’s , Abingdon); Karen Hall 
(St Mary’s, Thatcham); Jemma Thompson (St Andrew’s, Chinnor); Samantha 
George (SS Peter and Paul, Newport Pagnell); Fiona Beilis and Julia Bysshe (St 
John the Baptist, Cookham Dean); Jackie Wing (St Peter’s, Caversham); Russell 
Priest, Tom Smith and Alasdair McDiarmid (St Giles’, Oxford); Julia Ord-Hume 
and Katie Jones (St Paul’s, Wokingham) ; Nel Misselbrook (St James’, Finchamp- 
stead) SENIOR AWARD Isobel Ash, Victoria Villars and Jennifer Gough (All 
Saints’, Rotherfield Peppard); Dini Prior (St Mary’s, Weston Turville); Catherine 
Allison and Maureen Scott (All Saints’, Wokingham); Jessica Goford amd Helen 
Sawyers (St Luke’s, Maidenhead); Rachel Sear and Susan Hall (St Mary’s 
Thatcham); Philip Hayes (St Mary’s, Princes Risborough); Jackie Antell and 
Teresa Bosley (St Peter’s, Caversham); Emma Hardy (SS Peter and Paul, Great 
Misssenden); Rosalind Fane (St Laurence, Winslow) Adam Jenkins (Abingdon 
School Choir). 



A sl^tfie Archdeacon 


Can we g et married? 

“I want to get married in church”— an apparently simple request 
which I often receive, but by the time it gets to the Archdeacon 
there is usually a complication. This is mostly because of social 
mobility, especially in the middle classes, which leaves many 
young people not ‘belonging’ anywhere. 

Provided two people are over 18 (or 16 with parental consent) are 
baptised Christians and have not been married previously, they 
have the right to be married in the church of the parish in which 
one of them lives. The marriage will then take place after banns 
have been called on three Sundays at the morning service. If one 
party is not resident in the parish, but qualifies by being on the 
church electoral roll, the banns must also be called in the parish 
where that party resides. 

Where one party qualifies only by residence, or by membership 



of the electoral roll, the marriage may well take place after a 
Common Licence. This is issued by the archdeacon or another 
surrogate who will need to make quite certain that the qualifica- 
tion is genuine before asking the qualified party to swear an 
affidavit. The residential qualification is 15 days. A Common 
Licence is used when one party is a foreign national, who would 
also require clearance from the appropriate embassy or consu- 
late. 

Finally, there is the Special Licence, issued by the Archbishop’s 
Registrar, which dispenses with all residential qualifications. 
However, the parties must provide a strong reason for wishing to 
be married in the church of their choice (eg: a long family 
connection). Special Licences are commonly used to permit 
weddings in private chapels (eg: schools or colleges). 

Advice on specific cases should be sought from the Diocesan 
Registrar. 

Frank Weston 

The Venerable Frank Weston is Archdeacon of Oxford. 


’Illustration © Graham Jeffrey (1992) is reproduced from his book Handle 
with Prayer: A Church Cleaner’s Notebook (Church House Publishing, 
£2.50) by permission of the Central Board Finance of the Church of England. 



The Templeton Oxford 
Lectures for 1992 

The Search for God: Can Science 

Help? 

Sir John Houghton, F.R.S. 
Director-General Meteorological Office, 
1983-91. 

A programme of Lectures to be 
given in Rewley House, University of 
Oxford, 1 Wellington Square, Oxford 
at 20.15 in November 1992. 

Nov 5th: Billions of light years: 
a God big enough? 

Nov 12th: Chaos and Order: 
a God free enough? 

Nov 19th: What happens when we 
pray: a God close enough? 

Nov 26th: Spiritual and Material 
a God evident enough? 

Each Lecture will be followed by a 
Discussion with audience 

participation 

Admission is free - All are welcome 



GLENFALL 

■-4H H O U S E K»' 


• Classic Regency Country House 

• Set in landscaped gardens 

• In the Cotswolds 

• Newly completed refurbishment 

• 28 bedrooms half en suite 

• 3 gracious public rooms 

• Chapel 

As well as offering its own programme Glenfall 
is available for block bookings, conferences, 
holidays and retreats. 

If you wish to visit, please telephone we shall be 
glad to welcome you, show you around and offer 
you hospitality. 

Glenfall House, Harp Hill, Charlton Kings, 
Cheltenham GL54 4EP Telephone 0242 583654 
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The new purpose-built Wilson Carllle College 
of Evangelism In Sheffield, Church Army’s 
British training centre, now offers the Ideal 
venue for your conference, training days, 
annual meetings, or small group sessions. 
The central location In the centre of a city 
with major road and rail links makes It a 
favourable choice for national and regional 
events. The range of facilities Includes: 

space for over 150 delegates 
eleven fully-equipped meeting rooms 
library 
chapel 

audio-visual suits 
recording studio 
public address system 
recreational facilities 
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some overnight accommodation 
professional catering company 
large car park nearby 
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For a brochure or a visit to the conference 



centre, write or telephone 
Darren Heathcote, Bursar, 
Wilson Carllle College of Evangelism 
50 Cavendish St, Sheffield, S3 7RZ 
Tel: 0742 787020 
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YOUNG DOOR 


Upside Down - Right side Up 


After nine months of prepara- 
tion, young people from 
churches in the Newbury area 
were presented with a great 
‘All-nite’ event Organising it 
brought young people and 
adults together to create an 
imaginative, varied pro- 
gramme which included the 
publication of a newspaper 
called Outside- Inside, Report- 
ers for the paper worked 
through the night interview- 
ing participants. These ex- 
tracts from longer articles in 
Outside-Inside give a flavour 
of an extraordinary night: ‘Up- 
side Down - Right side Up’. 

First Impressions 

One of the first speakers was 
Peter Burch and he talked about 
his conversion to Christianity 
and the changes in his life after- 
wards. He was excited, and want- 
ed to tell everybody about his 
experiences, but also scared 
about getting up on stage. He 
did, however, feel that he had to 
share his experiences and that, 
once he got started, it wasn’t too 
bad. Christianity has complete- 
ly changed his lifestyle. 
Another part of the introductory 
session was a reading of ‘Mary 


Magdalene’ from ‘Jesus David- 
son’. It was performed by Rob- 
ert Daniels and Emma Austin. 

Simon Pook 

Indigo Violets 

On a moderately warm evening 
in the grounds of St Nicolas’ 
Church, I found six enthusiastic 
young people whiling away the 
hours. No, not the local youth 
club but an up and coming band 
— Indigo Violets. 

The band’s original vision was 
to reach people of their own age 
whilst having ‘a good laugh’. 
Being a teenage band, their mu- 
sical tastes vary. Their influence 
includes REM, One Bad Pig, U2 
and Kingmaker. According to 
their manager this can cause 
clashes. They do actually write 
the majority of their material. 

Catryn Frey 

The Music Man 

The worship band which has 
been formed especially for the 
occasion is led by David, the 
guitarist. As a child, David went 
to church with his parents and 
found it meaningless. It was in 
the youth fellowship that he 
joined in his late teens, that he 


Hallowe’en alternative 


Many churches 
organise light parties at 
this time of the year. 
Young people in the 
Beaconsfield area are 
invited to a Lighthouse 
Party at St Thomas’s 
Church on October 31. 

The churches in the 
town have organised a fun 
evening for young people who 
want to ‘shine the light of 
Jesus in a dark world ’ . All the 
games and activities are based 
on the theme of light, and 
everybody is invited to bring 
a torch. There will be prizes 



for people in fancy 
dress on the theme of 
light, but witches and 
other nasties are 
definitely not allowed. 
Five-to-ten year olds 
are asked to arrive at 
6pm, over- tens at 8pm 
for two hours of live 
band music food and drinks. 
Yvonne Davis on 0494 674634 
has all the details. 

• If The DOOR reaches you in 
time why not ask if your church 
is organising a light party, or 
even organise your own 
Hallowe’en alternative party! 


discovered the love of Jesus shin- 
ing through the other members 
of the group. This set him on the 
road to Christianity. His impres- 
sions of ‘Upside Down - Right 
side up’ so far are: “It’s brilliant, 
it’s wonderful to see so many 
young people together”. 

Rachel Sear 

After Midnight 

At 12.45am, I sat in St Nic’s 
church , listening to the surround- 
ing noises. The one sound that 
came through was the singing of 
a small group at the front of the 
church. They were singing 
hymns to themseves, yet then- 
sweetest harmonic voices drift- 
ed towards my ears and I was 
mesmerised. The other general 
opinion I got was the sound of 
laughter from the various work- 
shops. All the people I looked at 
seemed to have smiles on their 
faces... 

Helen Vaughan 

Workshops 

The room in which the dance 
workshop took place looked very 
impressive with a large black 
cross, draped in red silk in the 
comer. The group concentrated 
on the blessings of God, how 
God loves us, no matter what. 
The aim of the session was to 
work simple but effective move- 
ments to songs. 

Philippa Ball 



Hi there , 

Last month I talked about spread- 
ing our light to others around us. 
We need light to see where we 
are going. In complete darkness, 
no-one can see anything. Even 
cats cannot see when there is no 
light at all . So the more light 
there is, the better we can see 
things. 

Knowing and learning more 
about Jesus is like having a bright 
light inside us. His ‘light’ shows 
us things about ourselves which 
we couldn’t see before — some 
of them good, and some of them 
not so good! The not-so-good 
things are rather like dark cor- 
ners, which really need some light 
shone into them — so we can ask 
Jesus to help us make the ‘not so 
good’ bits of us better with His 
light. 

We can have fun with light, too. 
I wonder if you have tried mak- 
ing a shadow puppet theatre? Y ou 
need: 

• a fairly large cardboard box 

• greaseproof or tracing paper 

• thin card 

• scissors 

• some quite stiff thin wire 

• a torch with a powerful wide 
beam 

So have fun with your light/shad- 
ow theatre. It makes a change 
from TV! 

Roger Fray 


Lift off at North Leigh 

It was Lift Off week at St Mary’s, North Leigh near Witney, when 40 
young people gathered to enjoy a multitude of delights at our annual 
summer school on the theme of ‘The Light Factory’. The leaders for 
the week were our Curate, the Revd Sylvia Bareham, and Mrs Diana 
Mortimer. 

The helpers were numerous, and everyone present was caught up in 
all the activities which included singing, games, craftwork and 
unusual food. Every day finished with a sky rocket to the heavens, 
and the Family Service on the Sunday made a lovely ending to a 
tremendously happy few days. We pray that our youngsters have 
received a warm ‘ lift off . 

Dorothy Shirley 
Churchwarden 
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ST LUKESTIDE HEALTH APPEAL 


It’s one of the 
oldest known 
diseases 

■ 

It's spreading 
faster than AIDS 

■ 

This year it will kill 
2,300,000 people 

■ 

Almost half will 
be children in 
sub-Saharan Africa 

IT'S 

CALLED 

ma/tnuti 

AND WE 
NEED YOUR 
HELP TO 
FIGHT IT! 
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Today millions of people in more than 'Prevention is better than cure' and all 
one hundred countries are at risk from hospitals and clinics supported by 
malaria. Of the two and a half million who IISPG run community health care 
die each year almost half are children programmes Health education plays 
under tha age of five. Malaria tops the a vital part in the fight against 
league table of tropical diseases ! malaria 

MALARIA PREVENTION COSTS MONEY: 

■ £5 provides emergency treatment for 50 people. 

■ £10 covers the cost of one impregnated sleeping net; 

■ £25 funds a primary health care worker for one week 

Please help us this St Lukestide (October 18) to help 

B others stamp out this present day plague 

Free leaflets and fundraising packs 

(including material suitable for children) are available from USPG 

Send to Distribution Department, Health Appeal, USPG 
Partnership House. 157 Waterloo Road. London SE1 8XA 
Telephone 071 928 8681 
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USPG HEALTH APPEAL 

l/We wish to make a personal/parish donation of £ 
towards the 1992 Health Appeal 
NAME HpImm print) 

ADDRESS: 

Postcode 

PARISH 

DIOCESE DATE 

Please send me copies of the leaflet. Please send me fundraising pecks 

*P1ease make all cheques payable to USPG (Registered Charity No 234511) 



I NEED HELP! 


THIRTY YEARS AGO, The Slavic and Oriental Mission (as we were then called) widely used this young 
Korean lad’s photograph together with the ‘I Need Help!* slogan to raise funds for our ‘New Hope’ Boys’ Home 
in Seoul, South Korea. 

That orphanage was dedicated to accepting unruly boys (who had been rejected by other Homes) and loving them 
‘into the Kingdom’! Over the years many hundreds of those unwanted boys have found the saviour and have left 
to become useful members of Korean Society ... many of them are now Pastors and ‘full-time’ Christian Leaders. 
In fact, several of our present ‘New Hope’ house-parents were formerly residents themselves! 

TODAY, the situation (and need) in Korea may not be exactly the same ... but the ‘New Hope’ Home continues to 
meet the needs of those youngsters who still require a loving home - and it certainly needs our prayerful support! 

Urgent crises have arisen in other areas from time to time, and so more, similar, long-term orphan-care projects 
have come into existence, and are maintained by WORLD OUTREACH workers ... in Chechon (Korea), Solo 
(Java) and Cairo (Egypt). 

Although we are not basically a ‘relief organisation’, WORLD OUTREACH recognises that the Christian Gospel 
is for the whole person (spirit, soul and body); and that we simply cannot separate spiritual needs from natural 
requirements. Therefore, in addition to our orphanages, WORLD OUTREACH expresses this dual missionary 
outreach through its Aid Ministries to our suffering world - for example, in: MOZAMBIQUE (starving 
refugees); INDIA (flood victims and village clinics); PHILIPPINES (street boys); THAILAND (slum-dwellers 
and AIDS victims); AUSTRALIA (Aborigines and Asian immigrants); JAPAN (street people); KENYA 
(starving and underprivileged children); 

... We also realise the urgent need for ... but there is no space to provide fuller details here! 

So, for more information about our various current projects involving Children’s and Schools’ Outreaches; 
Church Planting and Growth; Bible Schools and Training; Pastors’ Conferences and Seminars; Literature and 
Printing Projects; Leadership Studies and Correspondence Courses; Evangelism and 
Crusades; write to Dorchester Office, today! 

SO MANY PEOPLE NEED HELP 

AND WE NEED YOUR HELP 
TO HELP THEM! 



WORLD OUTREACH =, 


1 28, Trinity Street, 

DORCHESTER, Dorset DTI 1EH 

filtered Charily No, 258378 



Why not find our more about WORLD OUTREACH work in 30 overseas countries? 

Send, today, for your FREE copy of our new brochure, The World of World Outreach 
and a sample copy of our bi-monthly Missionary Magazine, The EVIDENCE. 

YouTl be encouraged and challenged! 
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V V COURT ' 


Highlight Features: 
Indoor Pool 
Sauna 
Solarium 
Steam tub 
Outdoor Pool 
Gym 




Pets welcome 


100 acres of 
parkland 


For brochure please contact: 

The Manager, Widworthy Court, Wilmington, Nr. Honiton, Devon. EX14 9JN Tel: 0883-744845 

Autumn BreoJy Specials 



Autumn Break 




Accommodation & Evening Meal 



For those who 
enjoy the freedom 
of self-catering 
we are delighted to 
offer a discount of 
25 % off our 
printed rates 

*Not including the weeks 
commencing 19 and 26 December. 


Untie yourself from the 
kitchen, and enjoy all our 
facilities along with the 
freedom of your own well- 
equipped cottage or 
apartment. 

For only £175 per person 
per week* we can offer you 
accommodation along with 
a fine evening meal served 
in our pool-side restaurant 
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HEALEY MILL 

Christian Holiday Centre in 
the Yorkshire Dales 
Former mill complex near 
Masham, tastefully converted 
into self-catering holiday 
accommodation. Facilities for 
groups of up to 26, games 
room, TV, laundry. 

Send sae for brochure to: 
Jean Dawson, Dept DR, 
The Barn, Healey, Masham, 
Ripon, North Yorks 
Tel: 0765 689774 


LLYN PENINSULA 
NORTH WALES 

SELF-CATERING HOLIDAYS 
3 HOUSES AVAILABLE 

ABERSOCH — up to 28 persons — 
family house up to 8 persons. 

NEFYN — up to 20 persons. 

Situated few minutes sea, fully 
equipped, open all year, short winter 
breaks, fire certificates. 

Send stamp for brochure to: 

J. PICKEN, Cambrian Coast 
Evangelical Trust, ‘Pengwem’, 
Sam Bach Road, Abersoch, 
Gwynedd LL53 7ER. 

Tel: Abersoch (0758) 713301 


DERBYSHIRE 

GLENCORCY CENTRE 

Offers self catering 
accommodation for up to 30 
people. Situated in a small town 
surrounded by lovely country- 
side. There are many places of 
interest within easy reach. 

It is ideal for church groups. 
For further details contact 

Wirksworth URC, Colwell 
St, Wirksworth, Derbyshire 
Telephone 0629 824323 


WORLDWIDE 
★ TRAVEL ★ 


Exclusive low fares for 
Missionary Societies, Churches 
and Independent Travellers from 
appointed RAPTIM Agent. 

KEY TRAVEL 

94-96 Eversholt Street, 
London NW1 IBP. 

Tel: 071 387 4933 
ABTA* LATA* Fax: 071 387 1090 


r SUMMER HOLIDAYS FRANCE AND SPAIN ' 

★ ★ ALL YEAR ROUND ★ ★ 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast, swimming pools, 
restaurant, supermarket etc. 

Ferries - Flights and Insurance arranged. 

ALSO MOBILE HOME SALES ABROAD 
For details: 

G. F. T reheme, TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 
> Tel: (#W5) 829145 (24 Hour Answerphooe) 


HU1BA HOLIDAY PARK 

RIGHT BY THE BEACH 

Superb family holidays In luxury holiday homes or camping. 
Entertainment Indoor pool with flume. Great value bargains and 
Short Breaks. 

Write or phone for your brochure: 

Dept DO, Ruda Holidays, Croydo Bay, Dovon. EX33 1NY 
W Tel: (0271) 890471 


HEADLANDS HOTEL AA/RAC** 

Ashley Courtenay and Les Rou tiers recommended 

ENJOY A SHORT BREAK 

Where Snowdonia meets the sea. Superb views and renowned cuisine 
Ideal for busy church workers Monday - Friday £112.00 
Magnificent views of sea and Snowdonia, relax and enjoy Headlands, quiet elegance 
Telephone today for a brochure Llandudno (0492) 877485. 


LANZAROTE 

Canary Islands 
Privately owned 
villa, sleeps 4/6, heated 
pool, tennis, near 
harbour, shops. 

l Brochure: 0235 529447 ^ 


Baptist 

Holiday 

Fellowship Ltd 

WESTHOLME 

MINEtjEAD 

Christian hotel andseif-catering 
flats. Directly on Sea Front and 
nestled under the hills of Exmoor. 
Superb comfort and excellent 
company. 

Families welcome. 

For further information write to: 
CHRISTINE LAWRENCE 
Baptist Holiday Fellowship Ltd 
Wsstholme, D, The Esplanade, 
^JJineheadJ^ 


THE BEAUTY OF WALES 

Christian fellowship, good 
food, seafront position, relax- 
ing surroundings. 

Could you ask for more? 
Write or telephone for details 
to: 

Roy & Hazel McGowan, 
Aaron Christian Guest House, 
Marine Parade, Barmouth, 
Gwynedd, Wales LL421NA. 
Telephone: 0341 280122 

Psalm 118:3 


THORNELEIGH 

Christian Conference 
Centre/Guest House 
Ideal for Church Holidays, 
Youth Weekends, families and 
individuals. Excellent home 
cooking. Easy access to Lakes. 

Bookings now being 
taken for 1993 & 1994. 

For further details contact: 
The Manager, Thomleigh, 
The Esplanade, Grange over 
Sands, Cumbria LA11 7HH. 
Tel: 05395 32733 


TO ADVERTISE IN 
THE DOOR 

Telephone Oxford 

(0865)880505 


CONFERENCE 

(Weekend or midweek) 

CHURCH WEEKEND 

OR 

GROUP HOLIDAY 

• ABBOT HALL Grange-over-Sands (0539) 532896 

• HICHCLIFFE Swanage (0929) 424806 • LINDORS 

COUNTRY HOUSE Wye Valley (0594) 530283 • THE LINKS Eastbourne 
(0323) 36360 • MOORLANDS Whitby (0947) 603584 • TRELOYHAN 
MANOR St. Ives, Cornwall (0736) 796240 • PLAS-Y-COED North Wales 
(0492) 530771 • SIDHOLME Sidmouth (0395) 515104 • WILLERSLEY 
CASTLE Derbyshire (0629) 582270 

For your brochure return to: Methodist Guild Holidays, p| 
Derwent House, Cromford, Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5JG 



Name: 

Address: 


_ Postcode: _ 


Letton Hall 

Affordable accommodation for up to 125 from doubles to dor- 
mitories. Country-house style living in the main hall or rooms in 
the converted stables, grouped round the cobble courtyard of 
Dolphin Court. Be away from it all in the heart of rural Norfolk, 
yet within easy reach of a host of interesting places. Self-eater or 
be catered for. Supervised go-karting on 400m track, plus plenty 
of grounds for outdoor sports, wooded walks, barbecues, etc. 

Special terms for school groups coming mid 
week during term time 

National Curriculum linked resources available 
Conferences also catered for. 

Contact Peter Carroll for more information 
TEL. (0362) 820717 
Shipdham, Thetford, Norfolk IP25 7SA 



A HOUSE FOR THE LORD 
...A HOME FOR HIS PEOPLE 


Treks/Safaris in the Himalayas and for site-seeing 
tours of Agra, Jaipur etc 

Be led and lixiked after by an experienced and honest team, familiar with English 
Food and habits. 

Get to know the Hills/M oun tains, their beautiful and hospitable people. Needs 
and means of each group are taken into account, in arranging the treks and safaris. 
Opportunities provided for private meditation and personal spiritual experiences 
in the beauty and grandeur of the mountains, valleys and gorges of the 
Himalayas. 

If desired, efforts will be made to facilitate informal contacts with Indian Church 
life. 

Groups from 8-14 members. 

Some places and timetables for Autumn ’92, and Spring- Autumn 93 still open. 

For further information contact: Revd Nilial Paul M.A., B.I). 

St Nicholas Vicarage, Claremont Rd Laindon, Essex SS15 5PZ. 

Tel: 0268-41 1 190 


Fluxton Farm Hotel 

Ottery St Mary 
Devon 
EX11 1RJ 
Teh 0404 812818 

Proprietors: Ann and Maurice Forth AA Listed 

All double rooms are en-suite. 

Throe nights or more charged pro rata of weekly rate. 
Children sharing with two adults, over 5, half adult price. 
Teasmades are provided in all rooms at no extra charge. 

TV available in bedrooms at small extra charge. 

We are animal lover with lots of cats and poultry of our own. 

We look forward to the pleasure of your compay. 



Introducing you to an attractive and comfortable hotel, 
superbly situated with its own beach access. 


BARGAIN BREAKS AVAILABLE DURING OCT/NOV UNBEATABLE PRICES 


• En suite room all with panoramic sea views, tea/coffee facilities, radio intercom, colour TV 
• Excellent food with choice of menu f Well stocked bar and wine cellar 
• Lire entertainment • Free parking 
Brochure on request from Trudy Harrington and Darek Pullen 

Belgrave Road, Ventnor, Isle of Wight P038 1JH. Tel: (0983) 852404 

m 



PENTRENANT HALL 

Quality accommodation in a beautiful 
Country House for up to 53 people 
ideal for youth holidays or retreats in 
a quiet rural location on Welsh 
Border. Various recreational facilities 
available on site including swimming 
pool, volleyball, putting etc. 
Competitive terms for 1992. 

Further Details: Peter Rees, 
Pentrenant Hall, Churchstoke, 
Montgomery, Powys SY15 6TG or 
Tel: 0588 620450/620505 


E 


To the 4f| 

HOLY LAND 

26th JAN - 2nd FEB 1993 
2nd -9th FEB 1993 

DETAILS FROM 

FREEPOST 

FELLOWSHIP TOURS 
SOUTH CHARD 
SOMERSET 
TA20 2PN 


BEDDGELERT 
FOREST 

Campsite and Camping Ground 
Forest Enterprise 9 Beddgelert 
Gwynedd LL55 4UU 
Tel: (076 686) 288 

AA UK Camp Site of the Year 1988 

Camping among the trees in a forest/woodland 
environment. Situated in the heart of Snowdonia 
National Park, 5 miles south-west of Snowdon - 
climbing, fishing. Easy access to North Wales 
beaches, Caernarfon Castle, Portmerion Italian-style 
village, Ffestiniog Railway. Facilities include flush 
toilets, hot and cold water, shower, phone coin boxes, 
shop and cafe, level pitches, electric hook-ups, firs 
precautions, resident warden. 

Open all year round. Reduced rates in Winter. 
Charges on applicaton from the Warden. No advance 
booking. 



C O CHRISTIAN 
f 1 ALLIANCE 

‘Greenside’ 

Holiday and Conference Centre, 14 Royal Esplanade, 
Westbrook, Near Margate, Kent CT9 5DX 

SO! YOU HAVEN’T BOOKED YOUR HOLIDAY — 
WHY NOT RING OR WRITE NOW FOR DETAILS? 

Open all the year round for Family Holidays/Church 
Groups and Conferences during the Winter months. 

Ann & Eric Detrey 
Telephone (0843) 221107 


“~EtonD omey 

— centre^ 



Accommodation for 
Groups up to 25 
in a friendly, rural 
vicarage close to 
the River Thames 
near Windsor 


Conference facilities # Indoor 
games - table tennis/snooker • 
TV and Video # Outdoor games 
area - Football/ Volleyball • 
Playground - 

Slide/swings/climbing frame • 
Rowing boats on River Themes 


Writ* to: Colin Morton 
The Eton Dorney Centre 
The Vicerage, Dorney, 
Windsor, Berks, SL4 6QS 
for our letest brochure. 
Tel no: (0628) 662823 
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SELF CONTAINED lumished coach 
house flat in large village near Ban- 
bury offered in return Tor part-time 
domestic help. Mature person pre- 
ferred. Box No. 9842 


AUTHORS 

Let us publish your book. 

Most subjects considered, 
including religion, memoirs, 
poems and first books. 

AVON BOOKS (TD) 

Aubrey House, 83/85 Bridge Rood, 
East Molesey, Surrey KT8 9HH. 

Member Association of Christian Books* lUn. 


WANT TO LEARN 
TO PLAY THE 
CHURCH ORGAN? 

Lessons for beginners 

Tel: 02406 2622 


DAVID WASLEY M.A. ATC AMGP 
ARTIST IN STAINED GLASS. CON- 
SERVATOR and FERRAMENTA 
specialist. Tel: 0494 523978. Somer- 
set House, 145 London Road, High 
Wycombe, Bucks HP11 1BT. 


QUALIFIED CARER. With extensive 
rehabilitation experience for work with 
handicapped children/adults. Week- 
end/weekdays. Tel: 0296 748722 
Tues/Thurs or before 9am, after 5pm. 


FRAMING 

Pictures, Tapestries, Embroidery, 
Certificates, Mirrors framed to 
suit your requirements. 

For further details contact: 
Derek Pepper, Bell Cottage, Bell 
Lane, BrightweD-cfua-Botwell, 
Wallingford, Oxon 0X10 OQD or 
Phone 0401 39228 


FOR SALE 

From 50p 

Secondhand English Hymnals with 
or without music. 

Blue Cross Hymn Books with or 
without music 

Tel: 0844 237088 
or 0844 238325 


DAVID J HERRING, Pipe organ, Har- 
monium and Piano Repairer and 
Tuner. Est. 18 Years. Tel 0865 
874590. 


EXPERIENCED CARERS of frail 
elderly In their own homes, 24-hour 
service, very reasonable rates. Free 
consultation. References available. 
Tei: Joan Leach or Jean Roberts on 
Abingdon (0235) 523496. 


AUTHORS 

YOUR BOOK PUBLISHED 
All subjects including Memoirs, 
Religion, Poetry, Children's Stones and 
Rctiai. New authors welcome. 
Write for details to: 
ADELPHI PRESS (Dept A. 24) 
4/6 EfTie Road, London SW6 1TD 



BATTRICAR AIRE 3 DELUXE 
A four-wheel kerb-climbing electric 
pavement vehicle. 

Excellent condition, fully enclosed cabin, 
spare wheel and battery charger included 
Private Sale £1750 ono 

Tel: 0734 694647 


KNITTING MACHINES, urgently 
wanted for the wives in an agricultur- 
al co-operative In Zimbabwe for dis- 
abled civil war victims to augment a 
limited income, and provide clothes 
for their families. Must be serviceable. 
Would pay If necessary. Phone 0869 
252284. 


NEW DAY 



INTRODUCTIONS 

We exist to introduce you to that someone 
special, whether you are single, widowed, 
or divorced. 

We are offering you a Professional 
Introduction Service run by caring 
Christians, exclusively for Christians. 
WRTTE FOR DETAILS (ENCLOSING A 
LARGE S.A.E.) TO: 

NEW DA Y INTRODUCTIONS ( Dept TD) 
5. Vale Terrace, Waterfoot, Rossendale, 
Lancashire. BB4 9JQ 


WEDDING DRESSES 
CHRISTENING ROBES 
CONFIRMATION DRESSES 



all individually designed and made 
to your requirements in all sizes 

Plaasa contact: 
Beatrix Gold B.A. (Nona) 
Milton Keynee 
0908 671334 


HARD WATER 
PROBLEMS...? 


8 Furred up KeniM 
8 Reduced Walar Flow 
* Seek Stained Bath a Loo 



Scdlewatcher ' 

ELECTRONIC SCALE ELIMINATION 

The simple solution 



✓No Plumbing 
✓Not 

&mS33> 


Details from your Local Agent 
Sutherland Partners 0635 200249 


Feat System* Ltd. 

M FrMqr 8L H aahy — The*— , Own NO# 1AM. 



AUTHORS 

All subjects considered for 
co-partnership publication. 

A complete professional service from 
MS to bookshop shelf. 

WHte (without obligation) to: 

JANUS PUBUSHIN6 COMPANY 

Dapt. 4, Duka Houea, 37 Duka 
Street, London W1M 6DF 



EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY 
University-developed ecumenical adult 
lay Christian education programme, 4 
years in single year modules, is now 
available in this locality and throughout 
the UK. Cost: less than £2 a week 
(£98.50 a year), including course mate- 
rials, with weekly seminar included in a 
time commitment of 3-6 hours discus- 
sion, worship, reflection and home 
study each week. Join fellow Christians 
and be equipped for your Christian jour- 
ney and discipleship in the world. 
Contact: Joanna Hobart, c/o The 
Diocesan Institute, Church House, 
North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 ONB or 
on 086730 7146. 


Unhappy with 
drinking tap 
water? 

Try a water filter tor one week no 
cost no obligations 

Cotswold Marketing 
Association 

Better than bottle water/cheaper 
than bottled water at Ip per litre 

Tel: 0993 779984 


Jesus - the good news 



The ‘ Good News’ is that Jesus is 
back on everyone’s agenda. The 
self-publicist A.N. Wilson has 
succeeded in turning people back 
to consider who is Jesus by his 
polemical book, Jesus (Sinclair- 
Stevenson, £15). 

Wilson has lost his faith, and 
writes to express his continuing 
admiration for Jesus but hatred 
for Christianity. He argues that 
the Jesus of History and the Je- 
sus of Faith are two different 
people. Jesus, according to Wil- 
son, is no more than a Jewish 
prophet typical of his day, and 
most of the book seeks to tell the 
story of this Jew showing that he 
was no more and no less. But 
Wilson’s enemy is Paul, who 
apparently has misled us all. 
Christianity stems from Paul’s 
hand, and has been corrupted 
and corrupting from the start. 
The ideas are as old as the earli- 
est heresies and Wilson really 
has nothing new to offer in 
support of his view except a de- 
pendency on Professor 
G.Vermes, who 20 years ago 
wrote a more scholarly account 
of Jesus from the Jewish point of 
view, and concluded that Jesus 
was no more than a Rabbi. 

In reality, Wilson is caught in a 
time warp of 20 years ago. His 
references are largely to the state 
of liberal scholarship of that time, 
and he shows little awareness of 
the developments in New Testa- 


ment studies, especially those 
linked to archaeology, literary 
style and historicity. He uses the 
Little Jack Homer method of ex- 
egesis, picking out texts he thinks 
will support him and ignoring the 
context as well as the sense of 
Scripture as a whole. Particular- 
ly, he overlooks the astonishing 
agreement among the NT writers 
as to the reality of Christ and the 
coherence of the Gospel message 
and its out working. 

There is not enough theological 
thought in Wilson, nor enough 
history. He seems confused about 
the nature of historical evidence. 
It is always written from a point 
of view, but that does not neces- 
sarily make it poised. He rails 
against the lack of neutrality of 
the New Testament writers, for- 
getting his own lack of neutrality. 
The writers had met a risen Christ. 
They wrote of Him and died for 
Him. He was no creation of wish- 
ful thinking, but the one Jesus of 
faith who is also the Jesus of 
history. 

Wilson confuses two different 
senses of ‘subjectivity’. To write 
at all is to write from a personal, 
subjective point of view in the 
sense that each of us is a subject 
i.e., a person writing. No one and 
nothing can escape from that sub- 
jectivity. It is what it means to be 
human. That is quite different 
from the sense of subjective that 
means biased and cheating. Wil- 


Classic republished 


Since my retirement as Oxford 
Diocesan Chaplain to the Deaf, I 
have been involved in the re- 
publishing of Encountering Light 
by Gonville frrench-Beytagh. 
This classic writing, by a great 
priest of world renown who died 
last year, is fewer than 100 pages 
but its size belies its importance. 
It is full of pastoral wisdom and 
spiritual insight, and in Gonville ’s 
inimitable way, conveys the great 
truths of the Gospel and Chris- 
tian living in a simple ( but never 
simplistic) readable way. 

The description on the back cov- 
er (and its price) offer a very 
attractive proposition: “This book 
was written by a man who reached 
his deepest experience of the love 
of God and the strength of the 
Christian community when he 
was utterly alone and afraid in a 
security police cell (in South Af- 
rica) and could not stop himself 


struggling to convey the glori- 
ousness of the love which he had 
glimpsed. He wrote both to those 
for whom God is an ‘explosive 
religious noise with no content at 
all’ and for Christians who are 
looking for a new reality in their 

faith ‘ Begin where you are ’ he 

says again and again, and he tells 
those who are prepared to try 
how to set about it” 

When first published by Collins, 
the book sold 15,000 copies, but 
it has been out of print for some 
time. In response to public de- 
mand this new edition is offered, 
in the hope that many more may 
benefit from the prayerful 
thoughts of this latter day hero of 
the Holy Church. 

Peter Justice 
Encountering Light is £3.50 plus 
45p p and p from Lucema Press , 
Michaelmas, Dodds Lane, Chal- 
font St Giles, Bucks HP8 4EL. 


son slides from one sense to the 
other without evidence. The New 
Testament is a response to Jesus, 
who lived, died, was crucified 
and was raised from the dead. 

There is too much of Wilson in 
this book. He rejects the super- 
natural, and so ends up with a 
natural Jesus. He rejects the uni- 
versality of the Gospel, and ends 
up with a Jewish Jesus. He has all 
the venom of a man fallen out of 
love who wants to get even with 
his former love by belittling it. 

He ignores that in Africa and 
Latin America, in particular, the 


Church is growing as women and 
men are drawn to the living real- 
ity of Jesus, who transforms them 
and their society. For us, like 
them, it would be the height of 
folly to reject the living Christ — 
the Jesus of the Gospels — for the 
reduced, naturalistic, pale reflec- 
tion of Jesus h la Wilson. 

EJ).Cook 

The Revd David Cook is Fellow 
and Chaplain of Green College, 
Oxford and Director of the White- 
field Institute, an institute for re- 
search and writing in theology, 
ethics and Christian education. 



Zorph and Zilla are two of the lively characters from Visitors from 
Space by Stephanie Jeffs and Steve Hicks (£2.95) . The book is from 
the Bible Society’s new Parable 2000 series which aims to introduce 
children (aged 6-10) to New Testament parables by telling parallel 
stories with a modern setting ( Visitors from Space is based on Luke 1 1 : 
5-8). All four books in the series are in ft ill colour and have sections 
at the back for use by adults to stimulate discussion with children . 


Poetry in art 

The Hartland Room at St Anne ’s College, Oxford was crowded for the 
preview of Nina Strudwick’s paintings. So it was not easy to stand 
back and look into the depths of landscape in her journal of hedges, 
fields and hilltops, walks and woodlands, generally in the haze of late 
afternoon and evening but some in the early morning. There were 
studies of June days and storms in winter, but more of October and 
November, no animals or human beings but two studies of a statue in 
garden surroundings that make it an object of veneration. 

Nothing is representational in the literal or naturalistic sense. Howev- 
er all encounter natural objects in growth and movement, involved 
with one another in a process celebrated by poets from Sedulius 
Scottus to Louis McNeice and Gerard Manley Hopkins, a presence 
that “touches, unites, completes” in the company of heaven. 

George Every 

Mr Every is an author and poet who lectures at Oscott College, 
Birmingham. Nina Strudwick is an artist and art therapist from Brill 
who is married to Canon Vincent Strudwick, the Principal of the 
Oxford Ministry Course. The exhibition,which reflected her interest 
in the connection between landscape and poetry, particularly the 
work of Gerard Manley Hopkins , closed on October 2. 


PURPOSE MADE JOINERY MFRS 


SPECIAUSTS IN CHURCH 
RESTORATION 
TRADITIONAL GEORGIAN 
SOFTWOOD & HARDWOOD 
STAIRCASES, DOORS, 
WINDOWS, JOINERY 
(STANDARD OR MADE TO 
MEASURE) 



KEN BACON (JOINERY) LTD 

Tel: (0453) 758954 Fax: (0453) 753646 


Conditions of advertising 

All enquiries concerning advertising in this newspaper should be directed to the 
publishers (OxfordDiocesan Publications Limited) through its primers (Goodhead 
Publishing Limited). 

Advertisements are accepted and published upon the Conditions of Acceptance 
published from time to time by Goodhead Publishing Limited as if in those 
conditions the name of Oxford Diocesan Publications Limited was added to that 
of Goodhead Publishing Limited and references throughout the remainder of the 
document amended accordingly; copies of the Conditions of Acceptance are 
available from Goodhead Publishing Limited upon request. 

In addition Oxford Diocesan Limited and Goodhead Publishing Limited for 
themselves, their servants or agents reserve the right to make any alteration it or 
they consider necessary or desirable in an advertisement and to require blocks or 
copy to be amended to meet its or their approval. 



Wmidhiftal 

Presentations of Poetry and Prose 
woven round a common theme, 
Leisure, Festivals etc suited to 
your group. 

For details and brochure contact: 

MARGARET WALLACE LLAM 

72 Park Lane, That ham, Berks 

(0635) 864166 



CLEWER EMBROIDERY 

The Convent of St. John 


Baptist, Hatch Lane, 
Windsor, SL4 3QR 
Tel: 0753 861924 

Frontals, vestments, 
copes, stoles, and banners. 
Individual designs 
carried out 
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Music * Festivals * Worship • Exhibitions * Services 


CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL OXFORD 
Sunday Services: 8am Holy Communion. 

10am Matins. 11.15am Sung Eucharist. 6pm Evensong. 

Weekdays: 7.15am Matins. 7.35am Holy Communion. 

6pm Evensong (Thursdays Evensong 5.35pm and Sung Eucharist 6pm). 


NOVEMBER 

Sun 1 HIGH WYCOMBE. Celebration 
of Marriage Service at 6.30pm at All 
Saints Church. Open invitation, especial- 
ly to couples who were married at All 
Saints. See picture, right. Details: 0494 
527526. 

Mon 2 OXFORD. One-day study course 
on Mission and Secularisation at the Ox- 
ford Centre for Mission Studies 10.30am- 
4.30pm. Price £20 (unwaged £5) Lunch 
£5. Telephone 0865 56071. 

Mon 2 OXFORD. Lecture on ‘Growing- 
up in Several Cultures’ by Dr Leonard 
Minkes at the Oxford Jewish Centre, Rich- 
mond Road 8pm. Information: 0993 
812888. 

Mon 2 OXFORD. Jesus and the King- 
dom: a lecture by Dr Eric Franklin at 8pm 
in the Old Library, University Church of 
St Mary the Virgin. Part of a series on 
Reading the Bible Today. Two more lec- 
tures will be held on Nov 9 and Nov 16 on 
Pictures and Puzzles and Ethical Teach- 
ing of Jesus. 

Tue 3 READING. Students and sixth- 
formers interested in voluntary work over- 
seas are invited to a talk by Sq Ldr Mike 
Cole who will be talking about STEP 
(Short Term Evangelical Projects) in South 
America. 7.30pm at St Paul’s Hall, Whit- 
ley Rd. Details: 0734 874448. 

Thu 5 READING. 'Churchpeople’s 
Luncheon Club at St Laurence’s Hall, 
Abbey Square 1pm. Cost £1.50. Speaker: 
Adrian Russell on the Pattaya Orphanage 
in Thailand. Bookings 0734 872878. 
Thu 5 OXFORD. The theme for this 
year’s Templeton Oxford Lectures is The 
Search for God: Can Science Help? by 
Sir John Houghton, begining with: Bil- 
lions of Light Years: A God Big Enough ? 
8.15pm at Rewley House, University of 
Oxford, 1 Wellington Square. Admission 
free, all welcome. Other topics are: Chaos 
and Order, Nov 12; What happens when 


we pray, Nov 19; and Spiritual and Mate- 
rial , Nov 26. 

Thu 5 OXFORD. CANCELLATION of 
concert with Russian Choir in Regents 
College. Details Barbara Cox 0865 
774254. 

Mon 2 - Fri 6 CROWHURST. First of 
series of teaching courses on the Church ’s 
Ministry of Healing at the Old Rectory. 
Detail^ from the Revd Ray Jones 0424 
830204. Clergy wives welcome. 

Fri 6 EARLEY, READING. A talk on 
the Church and the New Europe by Canon 
W.J. Milligan, Anglican representative to 
the EC Institutions at Strasbourg. St Pe- 
ter’s Church Hall, Church Road, 7.45pm. 
Sat 7 OXFORD. World Mission Fair 
10am-2.30pm at St Michael’s Church 
Hall, Summertown. Lunches, children’s 
activities. In aid of USPG. Information: 
0865 514195. 

Sat 7 MILTON KEYNES. Jumble sale 
at the Cross and Stable Church, Downs 
Bam. 2pm. Details: Mr B Newman 0908 
668347. 

Sat 7 BRILL. Charity Christmas card 
and gift sale in the Memorial Hall 10am- 
3pm. Over 20 charities. Refreshments. 
Sat 7 OXFORD. Sing for Somalia! Mes- 
siah sing-in with orchestra at University 
Church of St Mary the Virgin 7.30pm. All 
welcome to sing or listen. Tickets £5 from 
David Blackwell 08675 79219 or OUP 
Bookshop, 116 High St, or on the door. 
Proceeds to Action Aid. 

Sat 7 BLEDLOW. Antiques valuation at 
Holy Trinity Church 2-5pm. Bring your 
porcelain, furniture, coins, silver and art 
for valuation by experts. £5 per item. Also 
exhibition of paintings and art by local 
artists from 10am. Proceeds to restoration 
fund. Details: 08444 4762. 

Sun 8 OXFORD. Blackbird Leys. Jab- 
bok Theatre Company bring ‘Columbus 
the Fish and the Tree’ from the Edinburgh 
Fringe to a Christian Concern for One 


Wedding bells ring again 



High Wycombe Parish Church was the setting for Gerald and Isabel Becket’s wedding in 
1951. They and many others will attend a ‘Celebration of Marriage’ at the church on Sunday, 
November 1 at 6 30pm and will have an opportunity to renew their wedding vows. At this 
finale to a ‘Weekend of Weddings’ a presentation will be made to those married there longest 
ago. On Friday, October 30 there will be a special Wedding Fayre when gowns, flowers, 
cakes, menswear and even cars will be on display. Clergy, organists, musicians and bellring- 
ers will also be available to give general advice on the service, choice of hymns, legalities and 
costs. The fayre starts with a reception at 7 30pm . Tickets (from the Tourist Information 
Centre) cost £2.50 and include refreshments and music. It will also be open from 10am to 5pm 
on Saturday, October 31 when entry will be free. 


Diocesan Sunday 
Prayer Diary 

Novemberl: Witney Deanery; all those who work on trading 
estates and in small companies; the Orthodox Church in the former 
Soviet Union (linked with Anglicans through Richard, our Bishop). 
November 8 (Remembrance Sunday): Bicester and Islip 
Deanery; all those who work in the armed forces; Archbishop 
Byankya Njojo and the newly formed Province of Zaire. 
November 15 (Prisoners Week): Reading Deanery; all those who 
work in prisons, those who are imprisoned and their families; the 
new theological college at Grahamstown, South Africa — Church 
of the Province of Southern Africa. 

November 22: The work of the Diocesan Registry; all those who 
work in the law, police, judges, lawyers, magistrates etc. 
November 29 (Advent Sunday): Wendover Deanery; all those 
who work in the supply industries — gas, electric, water etc. 


World gathering in Holy Family Church, 
Cuddesdon Way, 3.30pm. 0869 38225. 
Mon 9 OXFORD. Day Conference in 
preparation for the Women’s World Day 
of Prayer (in March 1993) at Wesley Me- 
morial Church Hall, New Inn Hall Street 
10am-3pm. Talks, stalls and exhibitions 
including Guatemalan textiles and music. 
Information on: 0865 53520. The 1993 
Prayer Service has been compiled by wom- 
en of Guatemala. 

Tue 10 WHEATLEY. Coffee morning 
and bring and buy for CMS at St Andrew’s 
Church, Linton Rd 10.30am- 12pm. Mrs 
Mary Silk will speak on counselling AIDS 
patients in Mengo Hospital, Uganda. 

Tue 10 HIGH WYCOMBE. Eucharist 
and Vigil of Prayer 8pm to midnight at All 
Saints, preceding the General Synod deci- 
sion on the ordination of women to the 
priesthood. Enquiries: 0494 527526. 

Fri 13 CHALFONT ST PETER. All 
Saints’, Oval Way lOam-lOpm: sponsored 
musical extravanganza by local children 
for the Chiltem Cheshire Home. Details: 
0753 883839. 

Sat 14 MILTON KEYNES. Annual 
Christmas Fair, Christ the Cornerstone 
10am-4pm. Prize draw. For further 


information telephone 0908 237777. 
Sun 15 SUTTON COURTENAY. Taiz6 
Chanting and Sacred Dance: day work- 
shop at The Abbey with Judy King. De- 
tails 0235 847401. 

Sun 15 MILTON KEYNES. Handbell 
concert 7.30pm at the Cross and Stable 
Church, Downs Bam. Tickets £2.50 
adults, £1.75 children and OAPs. Details: 
Mr B Newman 0908 668347. 

Mon 16 WANTAGE. Healing service at 
SS Peter and Paul. Eucharist with laying 
on of hands. Enquiries: 02357 2829. 
Wed 18 OXFORD. Beating Burnout - 
Managing the stress that hits us all. A 
seminar at The Town Hall, St Aldates 
7.30-10. 10pm. Registration £3.50 in ad- 
vance from CARE for the Family, 53 
Romney St, London SW1P 3RF. Tel: 071 
2331490. 

Wed 18 WANTAGE. Healing service at 
SS Peter and Paul. Eucharist with laying 
on of hands. Enquiries 02357 2829. 

Wed 18 WALLINGFORD. AGM of 
Friends of St Mary’s and St Leonard’s 
Churches 8pm at St Mary’s. Includes talk 
by Dr Frank Robson. Details: Walling- 
ford 36153. 

Sat 21 OXFORD. Music in Worship 


Foundation concert at St Clement’s 
Church 7.30pm includes John Rutter’s 
Gloria, and anthems by Vaughan Wil- 
liams. Tickets £3.50. Details 0865 730834/ 
0865 774254. 

Sat 21 CHESHAM. Alpha Wind Quartet 
perform string quartets by Mozart and 
Borodin. 8pm at Emmanuel Church, Broad 
Street. Tickets £6 or £3 concessions. 
Chesham 783034. 

Sat 21 OXFORD. Reflection after the 
Synod vote on the ordination of women: 
‘After the Storm: A Still Voice’ with the 
Arc Community, 11 Norham Gdns 2- 
5pm. Silence, space and Taiz6 chants. 
Details: 0865 54885. 

Sat 21 SALFORD. Five parishes Christ- 
mas Bazaar. Salford Village Hall 11am- 
3pm. Stalls, lunches, raffle. 

Sun 22 READING. St Saens Requiem 
6.30pm at St Johns, Caversham. Proceeds 
to the Red Cross, for the former Yugosla- 
via. Details: Mrs David 0734 661176. 
Thu 26, Fri 27, Sat 28 COWLEY, OX- 
FORD. Churches together in Cowley 
musical production of Godspell in Cow- 
ley Parish Hall Between Towns Road at 
7.30pm. Tickets £2.50. Box office 0865 
775909 or on the door. 


Sat 28 HIGH WYCOMBE. Branch AGM 
of the Church Union at St Francis’s Terri- 
ers. Speaker: the Revd Martin Flatman. 
Details 0844 216772. 

Sat 28 SUTTON COURTENAY. Semi- 
nar at The Abbey with the Revd Christo- 
pher Hall and the Revd David Gosling. 
‘ 1992 and Beyond: The Church’s Response 
to the Earth Summit’. Information: 0235 
847401. 

Sat 28 WINDSOR. Concert by Wind- 
sor’s Royal Free Singers in Eton Hall 
7.30pm. Tickets £7, concessions £5. Main 
work will be Britten’s cantata St Nicolas. 
With James Oxley. Information 0753 
855173. 

Sat 28 MILTON KEYNES. Rob and 
Gilly Bennett in Concert at the Church of 
Christ the Cornerstone, 8pm. Tickets £3 
from St Andrew’s Bookshop, 50 Church 
St, MK12 5JW. Tel: 0908 221331. 

Sat 28 READING. Christmas Fayre at 
2pm in St Barnabas’s Church Hall, Elm 
Road. * 

Sat 28 NORTH HINKSEY. Federation 
of Christian Caring and Counselling 
Scheme at Diocesan Church House. 10am- 

I. 30pm: workshop on Loss/Death of a 
Child led by Sister Frances Dominica of 
Helen House, Oxford. FOCUS AGM at 
2.30-4pm. All welcome. Please bring 
packed lunch, drinks provided. Cost £10 
or £8 members. Details Sheila Stephen 
0734 575120 or Doris Swinbank 0628 
36469. 

Sun 29 DORCHESTER. Service for the 
Light of Advent ‘After the Vote’ at 3pm in 
Dorchester Abbey in the presence of Bish- 
op Richard. ‘Send forth your light and 
truth that they may lead me.’ 

Mon 30 GERRARDS CROSS. Full Gos- 
pel Business Men’s Dinner Meeting at 
Fifth Avenue Restaurant, Maxwell Road. 
7 for 7.30pm. Book week before with Bob 
Sutton on 02407 4689. 

DECEMBER 

Sat 5 READING. Christmas Fair at St 
Agnes Church, Northumberland Ave, 
Whitley. Dancing, stalls and Father Christ- 
mas. Details 0734 876177. 

Sat 5 SUTTON COURTENAY. Spiritu- 
al Values and Economic Values: a semi- 
nar with James Robertson and Bishop 
Stephen Verney at The Abbey. 0235 
847401. 

Sun 6 MILTON KEYNES. Concert by 
the Guild Singers in the evening at the 
Cross and Stable Church, Downs Bam. 
Details: Mr B Newman 0908 668347. 

NOTICES 

SPIRIT LEVEL is broadcast every Sun- 
day morning between 7am and 9am on 
BBC Radio Oxford (95.2FM). The pro- 
gramme features music, news and views 
from local churches. Thought For the Day 
may be heard each weekday morning at 
7.57am in the Oxford AM programme. 
HOCKERILL TEACHER TRAINING 
COLLEGE. Will anyone who was at the 
college in the 1940s please contact Mrs 

J. E. Jennings, 20 Deane Gate Drive, 
Houghton-on-the-Hill, Leics LE7 9HA. 
Tel 0533 432993. 

LECTERN BIBLE wanted by St Leon- 
ard’s Church, Little Linford. Especially a 
King James version. Gillian Patrie, Hill 
Farm, Haversham, Milton Keynes. 
CORALLIAN SINGERS sing light- 
hearted Renaissance music, English and 
Italian madrigals. The singers give some 
free performances each year for charity. 
Interested in a concert? Contact Peter 
Hills on 0235 521077. 


FALKLANDS EXPERIENCE 

Following the highly successful FALKLANDS PILGRIMAGE 
in February this year, another holiday is being organised to 
THE FALKLANDS ISLANDS 
from 4 to 7 January 1993 with optional extra third week 
Meet the Islanders, and experience the wonderful Islands’ Wildlife 
Write for details to: Major R N Spafford 
29 Queens Road, Weston-Super-Mare BS23 2LH or FAX 0934 622025 



CHILD CARE ROMANIA 

is now recruiting volunteers to work in Romania for 8-12 week 
periods. 

Urgently needed are professional people from all the child care 
related professions. 

Please contact the CCR office if you would be interested in details: 

Reg Charity No 1002296 
4-5 Upper High Street, Thame, Oxon OX9 3ES 
Tel/Fax: 084421 7772 


f HOLIDAYS FRANCE AND SPAIN ^ 

★ ★ ALL YEAR ROUND ★★ 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast, swimming pools, restaurant, 
supermarket etc. 

Ferries - Flights and Insurance arranged. 

ALSO MOBILE HOME SALES ABROAD 
For details : 

G. F. Treheme, TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 
Tel: (0865) 820165 (24 Hour Answerphone) 


Active life in a 

Holy port Lodge pioneers 


Advertisement Feature ' 


caring home 

new approaches in care for elderly 


At Holyport Lodge, Holyport, nr. 
Maidenhead, management and 
staff believe their success is as 
much due to the social environ- 
ment they provide as to the high 
standard of physical care. 
Country House nurses are 
trained to help in the rehabilita- 
tion of residents and a high staff 
ratio ensures that there is usually 
plenty of time for a chat and 
some social activity. 

Country House has gone one 
step further in its homes and at 
Holyport Lodge, Berkshire’s pre- 
mier nursing home in the pic- 
turesque village of Holyport, 
there is a purpose-built activities 
centre designed to help residents 
stay mentally active in their 
dairy lives. 

Tne Centre is run by two activ- 


ity organisers, Jane Pilcher and 
Sylvia Howse. Matron comment- 
ed, “We aim to bring out the 
most in people and encourage 
participation without any com- 
pulsion. Activities are very indi- 
vidual and that is the way we 
care for our residents.” 

The Centre offers facilities for 
a whole range of hobbies includ- 
ing gardening, handicrafts of all 
kinds, and the simple relaxation 
of reading or listenmg to music. 

There are regular outings to 
places of interest such as a recent 
trip to Windsor Great Park, 
entertainment and talks by 
selected speakers, which all cre- 
ate that all-important feeling of 
well being. 

As Jane Pilcher commented, 
“We like to make our residents 


feel special, so for example, 
when we went to the Theatre 
Royal to see the City Ballet per- 
form, we arranged a surprise 
meeting with members of the 
cast and I know it gave everyone 
a big thrill.” 

Within the Activities Centre 
there is an excellent hairdressing 
salon, and a well equipped phys- 
iotherapy area. 


Holyport Lodge, which prides for a single room. There are 
itself on its friendly and homely 

ual- 


atmosphere, offers 24-hour qua! 
ified nursing to residents requir- 
ing long stay, short stay, post 
operative, holiday and convales- 
cent care. 

The Home has recently added 
some new en suite rooms. 
Shared rooms are available from 
£325 per week and from £350 


reductions available for couples. 
The home operates a Care Fees 
Payment plan which for a lump 
sum guarantees care for life. If 
you would like further details 
about funding care or the facili- 
ties available, please call our 
matron, Maria Berkely. She will 
be delighted to answer your 
questions. 


COUNTRY HOUSE HOMES 

Holyport Lodge, 

Nr Maidenhead, Berks 

Matron, Maria Berkeley 
0628 781138 

Clare House, 
Uxbridge, Middlesex 

Matron, Tricia Holmes 
0895272766 

Pirton Hall, 

Nr Hitchin, Herts 
Matron, Ann Salt 
0462 711626 

Tenterden House, 

St Albans, Herts 
Matron, Lesley Cockbain 
0923 679989 

Field House, 
Harpenden, Herts 

Matron, Mary Achermann 
0582 765966 

Oakcroft House, 
West Byfleet, Surrey 
Matron, Vivien Grieve 
0932352766 
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A building with space to think 


HMP Bullingdon, near Bictester, 
is one of two new prisons in the 
Diocese. Seen from afar, with its 
‘environmental green’ bricks and 
flower beds, it could be a group of 
offices. It is only when 
you get closer that you 
notice the looming 
grey walls, and the 
primrose coloured 
wire. 

The prison opened in 
March. There is room 
for 635 inmates, and a 
paid and voluntary 
staff of nearly 400. It 
is a category B prison, 
which means that half 
its prisoners are from 
the locality and half from further 
afield. 

But even a visit to a modem 
prison can be a traumatic experi- 
ence for the family and friends of 
inmates, especially if you are a 
distraught young wife arriving 
with a babe-in-arms after a long 
journey. At many prisons visitors 
queue in the rain to be let in, and 
the original Bullingdon plans did 
not provide for a visitors’ centre 
straightaway. However, the Dio- 
cese’s Order and Law group were 
among those who protested, and 
the result is the cheerful low build- 
ing opposite the main gate with 
its seating area, children’s toys 
and mother and baby room. Here 
Shirley Gray, the Co-ordinator, 
and her helpers, dispense a wel- 
come with a cup of tea , a friendly 
smile and a listening ear. “We are 
semi-independent, and our visi- 
tors are free to be themselves 
here. They are treated with re- 
spect and in a non-judgemental 
way,” she said. 

At the heart of the prison is a 
space where the inmates are also 
free to be themselves. St Bene- 
dict’s Chapel is shared by all the 


Christian denominations.Its fur- 
nishings and fittings are laid down 
in the Home Office regulations 
and the font, stations of the cross 
and sanctuary bells are all com- 
pulsory extras. But they look well 
against the stark breeze -block 
grey walls which leading the eye 


towards the risen Christ above 
the altar. 

For Bullingdon ’s Anglican 
Chaplain, the Revd Jeremy 
Howard, starting from scratch has 
its disadvantages.There is already 
a Sunday Eucharist and a Mass 
for the Roman Catholics, but 
midweek services and other ac- 
tivities may have to wait until the 
arrival of the new Anglican 
Assistant Chaplain, Father Steve 
Hall, in December. The trouble is 
that everything takes longer in a 
closed prison. For security rea- 
sons, visiting speakers have to be 
booked well in advance. Inmates 
cannot just pop into the chapel, 
but have to be accompanied from 
one part of the building to anoth- 
er through a series of locked 
doors.”It’s not easy being a new 
prison, because routines take time 
to get established. But we are 
thinking long term” Jeremy 
Howard said. 

A former USPG mission part- 
ner in Zimbabwe, he has had to 
get used to the fact that he is part 
of the Bullingdon security sys- 
tem — “I have to lock people up 
too" — but not quite of it. He sees 


himself and the rest of the chap- 
laincy team as a bridge between 
the staff and the inmates. “We are 
chaplains to the whole establish- 
ment, staff and inmates, and all 
sorts of people make use of us. 
Prison is like an enforced period 
of monasticism. If it does any- 
thing, it should pro- 
vide time and space 
to reflect and think 
things through and in 
the chapel we pro- 
vide space for that.” 
John Thomas-Fer- 
rand, Bullingdon ’s 
Governor and a 
practising Christian 
himself, agrees: 
“The ethos of Bull- 
ingdon Prison is to 
allow people to ben- 
efit from the time that they have 
here, to grow and develop as indi- 
viduals — and this includes the 
spiritual dimension to life.” 

Alan... 

“It can be quite lonely sometimes 
here, but as a Christian I know 
that I’m never on my own. When 
I got into trouble a friend of mine 
said: ‘Don’t worry God is with 
you’. And He has shown that He 
is, through the support and letters 
I have received. One of the great- 
est things He gives us is choice, 
and unfortunately I took the 
wrong choice. There is no way I 
can feel that God has failed me. In 
fact, it’s the other way round.” 

Ignatius... 

“Being in prison hasn’t prevent- 
ed me from practising my faith. I 
sing alto in the chapel choir and I 
pray in my cell morning and 
evening. My faith strengthens my 
spirits. I believe in God and I 
believe in miracles. Anything 
can happen at any time. I believe 
the Home Office can come at any 
time and s&y : ‘ Pack up your things 


and go, Mr Ignatius’. I was arrest- 
ed at the airport after being forced 
to bring drugs to England. I plead- 
ed guilty. I thank my God I never 
got them onto the street.” 

Tiago... 

“I was brought up as a Roman 
Catholic and made my first Com- 
munion, and I believe I’m a Chris- 
tian, but I can’t cope with the 
theology of the churches. I am 
interested in a religion that com- 
bines Christianity and Buddhism. 
My position at the moment is to 
believe everything until I find out 
that it isn’t true, and not to judge. 
I have already changed. Although 
I knew God was protecting me 
before, I was egotistic and a self- 
ish young boy. I didn’t give God 
any credit.” 

# Bullingdon' s Visitors' Centre 
needs volunteers. Shirley Gray 
says. “The only qualification you 
need is a love of people. 'If you are 
interested contact her on 0869 
32111 ext. 437 in the afternoons. 


Out of Sight. Out of 

Mind 

Prisoners' Week 1992 
November 15-21 


Above: the chapel. Above Left: Shirley Gray, 
Co-ordinator of the Visitors’ Centre 


Rouse & Sadler 
HEALTHCARE 

58B High Street 
Aylesbury 

Powerchair Specialist and 
Lightweight wheelchair 
specialist. 

Competitive prices and 
ex-demonstration models. 

Use our experience 
to get the right model 
for your individual 
needs. 

(0296) 415003 


The Jesus Debate 

This was the title of a centre-page article in The Sunday Times on 
September 13, summarising the contents of two books on Jesus which 
were about to be published. Judging by the summary, there is nothing 
novel about the books. The authors apparently say that “the Jesus of the 

Gospels is a showy thaumaturge, a magician that He was not born 

of a virgin .... that He did not perform any miracles .... that he did not 
rise from the dead, but went unconscious and subsequently recovered . . 
. . that He was married to Mary Magdalene .... that the Gospel scenes of 
the Jesus on trial were a fiction .... that he was the last flowering and 
perhaps the greatest of the Jewish prophets . . . .’ 

Two questions arise in my mind as I read the article. Why does the Editor 
of The Sunday Times , if he is not just sensation-seeking, devote prime 
space in his newspaper to suggestions which have been part of the stock- 
in-trade of detractors of the Christian faith from the earliest times? Even 
as a mere theological student in Oxford after the war, I was aware of such 
material from the distant past. 

And my second question was, why should two authors described in the 
article have invested so much time and effort rehearsing these old and 
rather tired controversies? Can it be that they have never resolved the 
‘Jesus Debate’ in their own minds? Was Jesus indeed the unique repre- 
sentative of God on earth, in whom resides supreme authority in matters 
moral and spiritual, or is he no more than a charlatan, or at best the last 
and greatest of the Hebrew prophets? 

For my own understanding of Jesus I prefer the sober accounts of Jesus 
in the Gospels to the fanciful theories enunciated in the article. The 
testimony of those who knew Jesus in the flesh, and walked and talked 
with him in Galilee and Judaea, is a more reliable guide in the never 
ending ‘Jesus Debate’. The creeds and formularies of the Church scarcely 
do justice to the profundities of the Lord’s life and mission in the world. 
How could it be otherwise? But at least they are more convincing than 
anything on offer in The Sunday Times . 

Stuart Blanch 

Lord Blanch is the former Arhbishop of York and the author of many books. He 
lives near Banbury. 


OUR WORK IS CARING 



Running eight residential and nursing homes, THE CHURCH OF 
ENGLAND PENSIONS BOARD offers security and peace of mind 
to all those retired from the stipendiary ministry. 

A new home has recently opened, increasing places available, but 
funds are urgently needed to build further homes to cope with the 
growing number of pensioners who seek our help. 

Your donation or legacy will help us to continue this much needed 
work for those who have cared for others in the name of Christ. 

PLEASE HELP US IN ANY WAY YOU CAN 
THANK YOU 

A copy of a new appeals brochure, illustrating the Board’s charitable 
work, or words for inclusion in a Will are available from the 
Secretary. 

The Church of England Pensions Board (td) 
7 Little College Street 
London SW1P3SF 

Reg. charity 236627 





